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From the Pastor  

W 
E BEGAN TO TALK late last year in 

First Churchôs Leadership Forum 

about a theme or focus that would unite our 

congregation around some common ideas 

and common tasks in 2012. But what 

should that theme or idea be? The program 

staff took up the discussion a bit later, 

agreed with the value of a theme or focus, 

and then tried to identify the focus that 

would be most valuable for us. 

Finally, our search for a unifying focus 

brought us to a single word: beloved. We 

are the beloved of God. The scripture 

teaches us that ñGod is love,ò and then 

reminds us repeatedly that we are the 

primary recipients of that love. God spoke 

to Jesus at his baptism, ñYou are my Son, 

the beloved.ò From the act of creation to 

the giving of the law, from the birth  

of Jesus to his resurrection 

and ascension we are 

taught that all  

of Godôs actions  

are undertaken 

and accom-

plished because 

of Godôs love. 

I  t h i n k 

ñbelovedò is the 

most important word in 

the scripture. It is the most 

important thing which we must hear. It is 

the most urgent thing we must comprehend. 

It is the most transforming thing for us to 

receive and accept. To comprehend that we 

are loved, that we are never beyond the 

reach of Godôs love, that Godôs redemptive 

love is always available to us, makes life 

different and provides a different perspec-

tive on everything in life. 

But then, once we receive and compre-

hend the reality of our  ñbelovedness,ò it is 

incumbent upon us to live as Godôs 

ñbeloved,ò to be the beloved community. 

This was one of the ideas that motivated 

Martin Luther King, Jr. He spoke often of 

the ñbeloved community,ò and instructed 

those who heard him in the means to create 

it. On one occasion he said this: 

Love is creative and redemptive. 

Love builds up and unites; hate tears 

down and destroys. The aftermath of 

the ñfight with fireò methodéis 

bitterness and chaos, the aftermath of 

the love method is reconciliation and 

creation of the beloved community. 

Physical force can repress, 

restrain, coerce, destroy, 

but it cannot create 

and organize 

a n y t h i n g 

permanen t ; 

only love can 

do that. Yes, 

love ðwhich 

means under-

standing, creative, 

redemptive goodwill, 

even for oneôs enemiesðis the 

solution. (Martin Luther King, Jr., 

1957) 

In the coming months you will hear 

that theme over and over. We will be 

talking about what it means to be Godôs 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Church Staff  

STAFF / FINANCE  

Financial Report  

FIRST NEWS FIRST 

EDITORS: 

April Prather 

Kristin Brown 

The March newsletter deadline is  

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10 

All submissions should be received in the 

church office on or before this date.  

Early submissions are  

always welcome! 

office@fumchurch.com. 

From the Pastor (cont.)  

beloved, and how we imitate God by 

making others our beloved. A bit later this 

year we are hoping to read a book together:  

L IFE  OF THE  BELO E˒D by Henri Nouwen. 

As we move toward Easter, our prepara-

tions, our celebration, even the Passion 

Play, will take on deeper meaning as we 

explore the depths of what it means to be 

Godôs beloved and to live as Godôs beloved 

in a broken and wayward world. 

It will be an adventure that I am 

excited and glad to share with you. 

Pastor Mike 

(Continued from page 1) 

The building construction and renova-

tion project completed twelve years ago 

cost approximately $2.7 million. Through a 

three-year capital campaign, we collected 

more than a million dollars for the project. 

The church borrowed a total of $1,450,000 

from the Susquehanna Conference Loan 

Program to finance the balance of the pro-

ject and to acquire the Wagner property on 

High Street. During 2008, additional bor-

rowing of $300,000 was authorized for an 

electrical renovation project. The interest 

rate has been 6.0% but effective July 1, 

2011, was lowered to 5.25%. 

We started 2011 with a debt on the 

church building of $495,950. During 2011, 

we paid $98,000 on the principal, leaving a 

balance on December 31 of $397,950*. Of 

the principal payments, $67,991 was paid 

from the General Fund, $29,964 was paid 

from the Building Fund and $45 was paid 

from the Electrical Renovation project.  

During 2011, we paid $29,009 in interest 

on the debt. 

In addition to the debt for the building, 

during 2005 the trustees borrowed 

$190,000 to purchase two houses on Keller 

Street for future church expansion. The 

outstanding balance on January 1, 2011, 

was $164,700. During July of 2011, the 

entire balance was paid from the proceeds 

from selling the Darla Road parsonage. 

Technically, this money was borrowed 

from funds that otherwise would have been 

used for an escrow fund if we need to pur-

chase/build a parsonage in the future. 

$7,527 in interest on the rental properties 

debt was paid during 2011. 

 

*  $5,000 of the principal payment was paid 

after the Conference closed its books for 

2011, so they show a December 31, 2011, 

balance that is $5,000 higher than this. 

 

First United Methodist Church  

Debt Status  
December 31, 2011  

Through December 31, 2011 

General Fund 

 2011 budget ................... $ 920,000 

 Actual income ............... $ 900,981 

(98 % of budget) 

 Actual expenses ............. $ 900,621 

Building Fund ....................... $   30,024 

Legacy Campaign ................. $   57,018 

Income for 2011 was below the budget 

and last yearôs income. Normal spending 

was below actual income. The Finance 

Committee decided to spend all 2011 

income with the extra spending devoted to 

principal reduction. Money in the Building 

Fund was also used for principal reduction. 

Money in the Legacy Campaign was held 

for building repairs. A year-end debt state-

ment is included in this newsletter. During 

2011, we reduced the outstanding debt by 

$98,000. 

The complete year-end financial 

report, as well as the approved 2012 

budget, appears in this edition of First 

News First. 

PASTOR .................................... Rev. Michael Minnix 

ASSISTANT PASTOR* ................. Rev. Lucretia  

Hurley-Browning  

YOUTH PASTOR ......................... Lisa McCaffrey 

CHILDRENôS DIRECTOR .............. Norma Lockney 

ADULT MINISTRIES* ................... Tina Eaton 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/ 

SANCTUARYCHOIR* ................... Jody Brinley 

ORGANISTS* .............................. Bill Ingraham  

Tom Mullikin  

Evan Bennetch 

ORGANIST/YOUTH CHOIR* ......... Gail Leinhos 

BELL CHOIRS* ........................... Kathie Bittenbender 

SOUNDS OF WORSHIP* ............. Flossie Ryder 

INVOCATION/JUNIOR CHOIR* ........ Allison Ometz 

CHILDRENôS CHOIRS* ................ Lorette DeWalt 

FACILITIES COORDINATOR* ........ Roger Walton 

CUSTODIANS* ............................ George Canonizado, 

Wayne Rainelli 

Tammy Reed 

FINANCE DIRECTOR* ................. Nancy Robinson 

OFFICE MANAGER ..................... Kristin Brown 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT* ...... April Prather 

 
 

*part-time 
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BELOVED / DAY OF PAMPERING  / WIDOWS 

D AY OF PAMPERING IS: 

....a day to honor mothers of 

children with disabilities & wives of 

husbands with disabilities 

....a day of community outreach 

....a day that we can demonstrate 

Godôs love in a very special way 

....a day that we can bring life-changing 

hope to those in our community 

I have been both humbled and honored 

to be able to lead this extraordinary 

outreach effort for the past two years and I 

believe that it came together so beautifully 

because it was Godôs calling. The women 

who attended Day of Pampering 2010 & 

2011 were so appreciative of all they 

received. And, what did they receie˒? 

Well, it went far beyond a haircut, a 

manicure, or a massage é far beyond an 

elegant luncheon or a bouquet of lovely 

flowers. They received the physical, 

emotional, and spiritual nurturing which is 

often neglected when caring so tirelessly 

for their loved ones. They received 

unconditional love from strangers....our 

church family and volunteer service 

providers....Godôs love. They received 

networking support from other women who 

are walking a similar lifeôs path. And they 

received hope. They received all of this and 

so much more. Yet, I whole-heartedly 

believe that we who hosted this event 

received even more. We left Day of 

Pampering knowing, first-hand, the 

indescribable blessing of being instruments 

in Godôs hands. 

Day of Pampering 2012 is just around 

the corner and I am mindful of the task that 

is before us. We need many, many 

o˒lunteers. Please, if you would like to be 

used by God in this incredible outreach, 

please contact Lisa Wickenheiser today at 

wicks7@comcast.net or 975-0225. We 

need your help. Do not delay. No experi-

ence needed. Blessings guaranteed! 

Lisa Wickenheiser 

Help Needed:  

Day of Pampering 2012  
Saturday, February 25  

Widows/Widowers Group  

The widows/widowers group will dine 

at the Olive Garden restaurant in Me-

chanicsburg on Tuesday, February 7, at 

6:00 pm. Please contact Bonnie Guyer 

at 766-0145 if you plan on attending 

and/or need transportation. 

A Word From Your  

Assistant Pastor  

A S A CONGREGATION, we are devoting 

ourselves in 2012 to the focus of liv-

ing the life of the belovedé on growing in 

our awareness and understanding that 

we ARE beloved by God. We began the 

year reading the entire Bible out loud in 

seven days in the sanctuary of our church. 

What a powerful experience that was! We 

began at 6 am on Monday, January 2, and 

ended by reading the last verses in Revela-

tion together as a congregation the follow-

ing Sunday. We experienced the powerful 

Word of God blessing His beloved as we 

began 2012. 

We will soon be entering the season of 

Lent, a season of reflection and soul 

searching. It is a time in the Church when 

we ñtake stockò of our lives in preparation 

for the celebration of the resurrection. It is 

a time to anticipate new life. 

As a congregation we will honor this 

time of preparation by reading together a 

book by Henri Nouwen called, L IFE OF THE 

BELOVED : Spiritual Living in a Secular 

World. 

Please look in this newsletter for more 

details on this study. Whether you read this 

book on your own, or join a small group 

and read it together, it is my hope that dur-

ing Lent, you will come to understand more 

deeply how very much you are loved by 

God and, in turn, how you will live out that 

love in this world. 

Lucretia Hurley Browning 

February 25, 2012 

Volunteer to help  

 

 

 

 

 

 

...and be blessed 

Cluster Service  

will be held at First Church 

this year 

February 22 ð 7 pm 

Bishop Irons will be preaching 

Imposition of Ashes 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

childcare provided 
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MISSIONS / COMMUNION  

Holy  

Communion  

Schedule  

2012  

Ash Wednesday .................... Feb. 22 

Loaves and Chalices 

Maundy Thursday .................. Apr. 5 

Pew Service with  

Motzo and Grape Juice 

Easter, 8:15 am ..................... Apr. 8 

Pew Service 

Bimonthly Communion .......... Jun. 3 

Pew Service 

Bimonthly Communion .......... Aug. 5 

Pew Service 

World Communion ................. Oct. 7 

Loaves and Chalices 

First Sunday in Advent .......... Dec. 2 

Pew Service 

Christmas Eve,  ..................... Dec. 24 

8:00 & 11:00 pm 

Loaves and Chalices 

In His Nameé 

Sunday School 

9:30 am 

Sunday Morning  
Worship Services 

8:15 am &  
10:45 am 

BAGGERS OF FUM 

RECORDS BEING SET! 

 ˒ October: 23 volunteers filled 649 

bags of groceries for the Bethesda 

Mission ð a new record in bags 

filled!  

 ˒ November: 30 volunteers filled 525 

bags of groceries.  A new record in 

number of volunteers! 

 ˒ December:  13 volunteers filled 500 

bags of groceries ð an example of 

hard-working efficiency! 

o˒lunteers bag groceries at Mission 

Central for the Bethesda Mission the third 

Wednesday of each month from 6 to 8 p.m. 

CROP WALK FOR WORLD HUNGER 

Barb Strock, FUMôs Coordinator, 

reported that 20 walkers raised $1,010 for 

World Hunger. 

VOLUNTEERS IN MISSIONS 

Find out what it is all about! 

FUM members Buddy & Jeanne Eakin

-Miller are members of the Altoona area 

VIM group.  Their goal is to have a VIM 

group in our own district.  If you were not 

available to hear Ron Hoover speak at our 

church on January 15 but would like more 

information on what, where, and how VIM 

works ï see Buddy or Jeanne 

The Altoona VIM has scheduled the 

following mission projects for 2012. Sign-

up lists are on the Mission Table across 

from the Information Desk. All are 

welcome. 

 ˒ March 25-31:  Trip to North Carolina, 

to continue working on rebuilding 

from disasters 

 ˒ April 15-21:  Somewhere in Pennsyl-

vania ï location to be determined 

 ˒ Sept. 8-16: Joplin, Missouri, to work 

on rebuilding from disasters 

NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER 

Nadine Ogden pledged six cakes from 

FUM for the Harrisburg Neighborhood 

Centerôs  Election Day Fundraiser. Thirteen 

cakes were donated! Thank you, FUM 

bakers. Monies from the bake sale are used 

for scholarships. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD (OCC) 

SHOE BOX MINISTRY 

FUM members filled 227 boxes for 

this yearôs OCC project ï thank you!!!!  

(165 boxes in 2010.)  FUM youth filled 65 

of them. 156 Duduza dolls made by the 

ñCovered in Loe˒ò knitting group were 

included in many of the 227 boxes. David 

and Margie Mengle, coordinators, spent 

three days volunteering at the Boone, NC, 

processing center (one of seven centers 

throughout the U.S.) where all boxes are 

checked prior to being packaged and 

shipped throughout the world. All of the 

boxes processed through Boone were sent 

to Africa. In Boone, 650,000 boxes were 

processed and sent.  Approximately 300-

400 volunteers a day work the ñassembly 

line.ò  Of the total 8.5 million boxes 

projected to be sent this year, 5.8 were 

from the United States. 

Since the inception of OCC, 86 

million children have received gift-filled 

shoe boxes that also include the Gospel 

Message booklet.  If all 86 million boxes 

had been distributed to India alone in 2010, 

there would still be another 306 million 

boxes needed in India!  The need is great. 

Thank you to all who filled shoe 

boxes, helped with the youth, and/or gave 

monetary contributions. Now is a great time 

to start buying for 2012. Just remember 

CHATS: 

C (candy);H (hygiene items);  

A (apparel); T (toys);  

S (school supplies). 

 Please, no used items, no liquids, no 

food items or military-related items. 
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MISSIONS  / DAYSTAR 

Our Missionaries  

COORDINATOR OF THE AVIATION  

RESOURCE  DEPT. FOR GBGM:   

Steve & Gail Quigg 

McCURDY SCHOOL:  

Mr. & Mrs. Matt Nichols 

FOR MANY YEARS, 

First Church has 

supported the Sierra 

Leone Well Drilling 

Project, a special mission project of the 

Susquehanna Conference. One of the 

avenues of support is with donations 

from the Penny Bucket which is located 

in the coffee area. One hundred percent 

(100%) of your donations are used to 

provide training and dig wells that 

supply safe drinking water for schools 

and communities in Sierra Leone.  

There were 2,222 pennies contrib-

uted this past month for a total to date 

of $11,688.24. 

Thank you for your continued 

prayers and financial support of the 

Sierra Leone Well Drilling Project! 

 ˒ 3rd Wednesday of every monthð

February 15ðbag groceries for Be-

thesda Mission at Mission Central. For 

information, contact: Eric King  at 697

-0933 or eeking@verizon.net. 

 ˒ Begin stockpiling items for shoe boxes 

for Operation Christmas Child, con-

tact: David or Margie Mengle 

mengledm@verizon.net 

 ˒ Put your name on the volunteer list to 

do Backyard Missions work, contact: 

John Bowen jjgbowen@yahoo.com 

 ˒ Sign up to be a baker for the 

Neighborhood Center Election Day 

bake sales, contact: Nadine Ogden  

ogdens6@verizon.net 

 ˒ Sign up for Volunteers In Missions, 

contact: Buddy or Jeanne Eakin-Miller 

jeanne2000@comcast.net 

Interested in serving on the Missions 

Committee?  We need representatives for: 

Sierra Leone Initiative; Habitat for 

Humanity; Children & Youth; 

FUMôs Missionaries; Salt ón Light., 

OR, if you have a mission project 

that is near and dear to you and 

would like support from FUM, be 

the representative to that project and 

bring your needs to the Missions 

Committee.   

The Committee meets the first Tues-

day of each month. Please contact one of 

the chairs if you are interested in serving on 

the Missions Committee: 

Mike and Nadine Ogden : 697-5045, 

Ogdens6@verizon.net or  

David and Margie Mengle: 319-8582,  

mengledm@verizon.net 

Others will be blessed, your life will 

be enriched, and God will be delighted! 

Mike & Nadine Ogden,  

Dave & Margie Mengle 

Looking for Ways to Be Involved in Missions in 2012?  

Daystar Center for Spiritual Recovery ð A Special Plea  

 

ñThe mission of Daystar Center for 

Spiritual Recovery is to empower 

persons to overcome the devastating 

effects of substance abuse through 

spiritual resources, positive  

relationships, therapeutic counseling  

and practical aid.ò 

(from the Daystar Center website) 

Penny Report  
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UMW 

MARY CIRCLE  

February 27 

7 pm in the Church Library 

Janice Bowen* 

796-0809 

jjgbowen@yahoo.com 

 

DEBORAH CIRCLE 

February 7 

5:30 at Misenoôs in Carlisle 

Sandy Walton* 

790-9131 

swalton54@comcast.net 

 

RUTH CIRCLE 

February 1 

(1st Wednesday) 

11:15 am at Hoss's in Mechanicsburg 

Doris Nesbit 766-8266 

& Beryl Morgan* 

Everyone Welcome! 

 

MARTHA CIRCLE 

February 7 

6:00 p.m. at the home of  

Bonnie Klinger 

Marley Ann Schmick* 

697-2233 

 

*Circle Leaders 

 

 

 

 

UMW President  

 
Lori Hoffnagle  ............. 732-6430 

 

Circle Meeting Dates & Times  

UMW Calendar 

February 7 Book Club 

February 11 Cookies & Con˒ersation 

February 17-19 Womenôs Retreat 

February 25 ACCESS Ministry 

Day of Pampering 

March 6 Mission Meal 

Saturday, February 11,  

10 am - 12 

Adult Sunday School Room 

Join us for the UMW kickoff meeting 

for Cookies and Conversation as we hear 

all about the Shoe Box Ministry from Dave 

and Margie Mengle and enjoy wonderful 

cookies! All women are in˒ited to attend 

and find out more about the UMW circles 

and the ministries they support.  An offer-

ing will be taken for UMW 2012 Call to 

Prayer and Self Denial ministry.  

We will be collecting female hygiene 

items for Operation Christmas Child. 

Please bring any of the following:  

toothbrush, comb, hairbrush, hair ties, hair 

ribbons, soap (not liquid), washcloth, 

socks, etc.   

Babysitting will be provided only by 

request.  Please contact Lori Hoffnagle at 

732-6430 with questions or to arrange 

babysitting.   

Cookies and Conversation  

FUMC Book Club will next meet on 

February 7 at 7 pm in the church library to 

discuss the book: UNBROKEN, by Laura 

Hillenbrand. All are welcome. 

UNBROKEN is the true story of Louie 

Zamperini, ña man who lived through a 

series of catastrophes almost too incredible 

to be believed é a juvenile delinquentï

turned Olympic runnerïturned [WWII] Army 

heroé.ò (Juliet Disparte, amazon.com). 

Book Club  

A family fellowship e e˒nt  

sponsored by members of the Mary Circle  

Saturday, March 3, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm  

The movie, Cool Runnings, will be shown,  

along with fun and games and snacks  

for the whole family!  

Contact Janice Bowen at 796 -0809  

or jjgbowen@yahoo.com with questions.   

All are invited!  

Family United Movie Challenge  
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ADULT  EDUCATION  

 ˒ FIRST CLASS ðB-001 (for recent high 

school graduates, college students and 

young, 20-something adults)  

 ˒ SECOND CLASS ð B019B   

(higher end of young adult spectrum)  

 ˒ FAITHFUL  FAMILIES  ð B001A 

(parents of young & elementary-aged 

children)  

 ˒ CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP  ð 125 E 

(studying If You Want to Walk on 

Water, Youôve Got to Get Out of the 

Boat. Whatôs So Amazing About 

Grace? will begin on February 19) 

 ˒ A L OOK  AT THE BOOK  ð B004 

(chronological walk through the Bible) 

 ˒ SPIRITUAL  FORMATION  ð 204 

(explores traditional Christian theo-

logical concepts through multiple 

perspectives) 

 ˒ SEMPER FIDELIS  ð 103 

(group of women studying  

The Standard Lesson Commentary) 

 ˒ GROWING  IN CHRIST  ð 207 

(drop in-class discussing NOOMA films. 

24 Hours That Changed the World,  

will begin on February 26)  

 ˒ GUYER CLASS ð 125B  

HELPING  HANDS ð 105 

(both use Quarterly Adult Bible 

Studies:) 

Weekly Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY  

PASTOR M IKEôS BIBLE  STUDY  

Room 207 

7-8 pm 

Join together with Pastor Mike  

and other belie˒ers on Wednesday 

evenings for a joyous time of  

life-changing Bible study  

and fellowship.  

All -Church, Small Group Study for Lent  

T HE DEPTHS OF OUR RELATIONSHIPS and our commitment to one another are very 

important to God, and close relationships develop best in small groups.  Church-wide 

small group studies benefit our church family by bringing us into alignment with one an-

otheré they help us to become of one heart and one mind. 

First Church is offering an opportunity for a church-wide, small group study during the 

Lenten season this year. This 7-week study, called L IFE OF THE BELOVED : Spiritual Living in 

a Secular World,  will be done in conjunction with a sermon series that will begin on Feb-

ruary 26.   

The goal is to have small groups meeting on all different days of the week at peopleôs 

homes, at the church or even at a coffee shop! In order for people to sign up for a small 

group, we first need to identify small group leaders and hosts so that a schedule can be 

posted by February 12. Please prayerfully consider this opportunity and contact Tina Eaton 

by February 8 if you already have a small group that would like to do this study, or if you 

feel led to host or lead a new small group. 

Then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, 

being one in spirit and of one mind. (Philippians 2:2) 

Join an Adult Sunday School Class  

About the book, L IFE OF THE BELOVED : Spiritual Living in a Secular World,   

by Henri J.M. Nouwen 

In this book, Henri Nouwen, a widely respected and outstanding spiritual writer, 

speaks to the concern of a friend regarding how to live a spiritual life in the midst 

of a secular world.  In reading this book you will come to more deeply understand 

that ñYou are the Beloved.ò  It will reveal some of the wonders of our spiritual 

journeys and renew the fire of faith within us all. This is a book about love and the 

voice that is deeper than the clamoring of our worldéthe voice of God. 

Count the Hearts  

This month we begin a sermon series 

and an all-church small group study 

centering on the Life of the Beloved. 

The theme continues throughout the 

month with Souper Bowl of Caring, 

Day of Pampering, andðof courseð

Valentineôs Day! In keeping with the 

ñBelovedò theme, there are hearts scat-

tered throughout the newsletter. Count 

the hearts and send or give your count 

to the office and be rewarded with 

kisses (Hershey). An exact count will 

receive a gift card for Servantôs Heart.  
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February Calendar  

Sun 5 9:00-12:00 Souper Bowl of 

Caring 

Sun 5 12:00-2:00  

afternoon edition 

Mon 6 8:00-10:00 Monday Night 

Lights 

Sat 11  Chrysalis 

Sun 12 5:30-6:30 Choir Rehearsal 

Sun 12 6:30-8:30  

Mon 13 8:00-10:00 Monday Night 

Lights 

Wed 15 6:00-7:45 Wednesday Night 

Service Opportunity 

Sun 19 10:45 Choir sings 

Sun 19  BattleBall  

tournament at  

Messiah 

Mon 20 8:00-10:00 Monday Night 

Lights 

Sat  25  Day of Pampering 

Sun 26 5:30-6:30 Choir Rehearsal 

Sun 26 6:30-8:30  

Mon 27 8:00-10:00 Monday Night 

Lights 

YOUTH  

BATTLE BALL 

In the last tournament ñThunder from 

Down Underò proved their skills, athletic 

endurance, positive attitude, and great 

sportsmanshipðhowever, we did not walk 

away victorious. But itôs our time to shine ï 

another chance at the non-existent winnerôs 

crown (but we do get a bag of battle balls 

and, boy, do we need some new ones!) 

Make sure to sign up to help FUMôs team 

make it once again into the finals of this 

yearôs Messiah College tournament. Regis-

tration and release forms are due February 

12. 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

Youth across the nation work to fight 

hunger and poverty in their own communi-

ties on the day of the Super Bowl. 

Why do we do it? 

 ˒ The number of Americans living in 

poverty is the highest it has been in 52 

years. 

 ˒ When the economy goes down, the 

number of people seeking help from 

the nation's food banks goes up. 

 ˒ Donations to food banks slow down 

after the holidays even though the 

need never goes away. 

 ˒ Over 48 million Americans, including 

16 million children, live on the edge of 

hunger. (U.S. Census Bureau data) 

 ˒ Research shows hungry children have 

lower grades in school because they 

cannot concentrate. 

 ˒ Jesus taught us that we are to care for 

those in need. 

The youth of FUMC will once again 

be serving soup in exchange for cash dona-

tions in the MP room on February 5 after 

both morning services. Make sure to stop 

by and help us fight hunger! 

CHRYSALIS 

Many adults from First Church have 

participated in ñWalk to Emmausò, but did 

you know there is also a youth version 

called ñChrysalisò open to youth in 10th-

12th grade? Read on to learn more about 

this powerful spiritual weekend: 

What is Chrysalis? 

Before it becomes a butterfly, a cater-

pillar goes through a growth stage 

during which it is called a 

ñchrysalis.ò On the surface it may not 

look like much is happening, but the 

delicate chrysalis process changes the 

fuzzy caterpillar into an awesome 

butterfly with wings of intricate de-

signs and intense colors. 

The chrysalis process symbolizes 

how Christ can transform you into 

something beyond your dreams. It 

happens when you grow beyond 

yourself, opening your life to Jesus' 

power and love. 

What happens at Chrysalis?  

You'll spend three days with other 

people your age in worship, prayer, 

fellowship, creative expression, rec-

reation, singing, and discussion. 

You'll experience the love of God 

through prayers and the acts of ser-

vice from a loving support commu-

nity. Think of it as three days for you 

to discover or re-discover you spiri-

tual self, to analyze and realize who 

you are in Christ. 

(excerpts taken from upperroom.org) 

Youth Happenings for February  
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CHILDREN  / CAMP / QUARTERLY  PLANNING   

Whatõs Happening in the Childrenõs Department? 

PERSONAL NOTE 

 Thank you to all the children who 

participated in the 100th Anniversary 

monthly projects.  We have such a great 

group of kids, and I am truly blessed to be 

able to work with them throughout the year.  

I hope that 2012 brings us lots of great 

memories. 

Norma Lockney 

Director of Children's Ministry 

kidscount@fumchurch.com 

(w) 717-766-4611, ext. 102 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY 

 We are continuing on our Parable 

Quest and learning the parables Jesus 

taught: 

February 1 Rich Fool 

Luke 12:16-21 

February 8 Great Banquet 

Luke 14:16-24 

February 15 Prodigal Son  

Luke 15:11-32 

Passion Play practice  

5:20-5:50 pm 

February 22 Pharisee and Tax Collector  

Luke 18:9-14  

Passion Play practice  

5:20-5:50 pm 

February 29 Talents 

Matthew 25:14-30  

Passion Play practice  

5:20-5:50 pm 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 All classes are using the FaithWeae˒r 

curriculum, where all children are learning 

the same Bible story. This quarter's lessons 

include:   

Jesus is born (Luke 1:26-38; 2:1-20),  

Disciples follow Jesus (Mark 1:14-20),  

Jesus heals the blind man (Mark 10:46-52) 

and more! 

BLT FELLOWSHIP 

BLT (Believing, Loving Tweens) Fellowship 

ð 4th-6th graders are invited to fellowship 

with others and deepen their relationship 

with God. Our next meeting will be on 

February 26 in the multipurpose room from 

5:00-6:30 pm. Don't forget to wear your 

green shirt and sit together during morning 

Worship. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

February 5 BLT Activity 

February 15 Passion Play practice begins 

February 26 BLT Fellowship 

Camp Sign -Up Time  

 Have you received your camp bro-

chure in the mail yet? If you have attended 

any camps in the Susquehanna Conference 

(that is us!) before, then you ha˒e already 

received, or will soon receive, the new 

camp brochure. They will soon be available 

here at FUMC as well.   

 The brochure contains information on 

how to register your child or yourself for 

camp. Online registration is still the easiest 

way to submit a registration for your 

favorite camp.   

 The theme this year is: Got Spirit?ð

finding God in the everyday. The brochure 

will answers many questions you may 

haveðlike the date for early and thrifty 

registration (saves you money!) is April 1!  

 Camp Sunday is March 11. Come find 

out why you should sign your children up 

for camp and get your questions an-

swered!  For information, please contact:   

Deb Noss, camp co-coordinator, 

at 697-5982  or sdppp@msn.com. 

Come to  
Camp Sunday!  

March 11 at 9:30 am  
multipurpose room  

Though we recognize that all who 

serve as church leaders are generally 

very busy in their own areas of 

ministry, we have found that it is very 

helpful for staff and program leaders to 

be able to gather on a regular basis to 

think creatively and plan for upcoming 

church events/experiences. Some 

wonderful e˒ ents/experiences have 

come out of our Leadership Planning 

meetings. 

The leadership of this church is a 

dynamic one. How blessed we are to 

have so many diverse and energetic 

leaders at FUMC. When we all get 

around the table and dream, we move 

in directions that are not as available to 

us as a whole when we are in our 

individual areas of ministry. Both are 

important. If you, as a leader of a 

ministry in our church, are not able to 

attend these meetings, please try to 

have someone to represent your 

committee/team. 

The next Leadership Planning 

Meeting is scheduled for Monday, 

February 13, at 7:00 pm in Fellowship 

Hall. .   

Quarterly Leadership 

Planning Meeting  
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Meet Your Neighbor  

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR  / BELLS / FLOWERS 

Ringing in the New Year  

The Handbell Choirs want to thank 

all of you who joined in the recent 

Community Day at Hossôs. Please look 

for another date to come in March. 

We are making pies on February 

11. Be sure to order yours at the Info 

Desk or by seeing one of the handbell 

members. Choose Cherry or Apple, 

Crumb topping or Double Crust, and if 

you want it baked or frozen.  We thank 

you in ad˒ ance and look forward to 

making 300 pies or so! 

Mark your calendars now for two 

dates in April as well.  We will once 

again have a sub/pretzel sandwich sale 

on Palm Sunday, April 1. And our an-

nual concert will be on Sunday, April 

29.  All the handbell choirs, including 

the ringers going to England, will be 

performing. 

We want to thank many of you 

who have agreed to sponsor us on this 

summerôs trip to the 15th International 

Handbell Symposium in Liverpool, 

England.  We are so looking forward to 

it ð and to representing First Church 

and the town of Mechanicsburg, PA!   

Rehearsals started in January, every 

other Sunday afternoon ð youôre wel-

come to stop in. 

E ACH MONTH in the Meet Your 

Neighbor column, we highlight a 

member or family new to First United 

Methodist Church. We hope readers will 

get to know our newest members, and wel-

come them to our church family.  

ZACH AND ERIN DOWNEY 

Zach and Erin of Mechanicsburg are 

the proud parents of son Zackary, age 16 

months, and are expecting another son this 

April. Their family also includes dog Leila, 

a terrier mix.   

Zach and Erin relocated to Mechanics-

burg a few years ago. At the time, they 

were engaged and looking for a church to 

be married in.  

Zach found First Church through the 

Internet. Zach, a talented musician, was 

attracted to our music program. He and 

Erin also liked the variety of childrenôs 

programs offered.   

ñWe came to check First Church out,ò 

Erin said.  

The congregationôs friendliness is 

what sold them on First Church. ñEveryone 

was very friendly and welcoming,ò Erin 

said. ñIt seemed like a nice place to be.ò 

Zach and Erin were married in First 

Church in 2008, and have been attending 

ever since.  

Zach and Erin met while attending 

college at the University of Pittsburgh. 

After college, they relocated to Mechanics-

burg when Zach found employment.  

Zach works for RJL Transport in Up-

per Allen Township. He also is employed 

part-time for Dickinson College as a sound 

technician, recording concerts and other 

campus events. Erin works for the Borough 

of Mechanicsburg in the Municipal Office.  

HOMETOWN 

Erin is from the Pocono region of 

Pennsylvania. Zach was raised in Palmyra.  

INTERESTS AND HOBBIES 

Erin enjoys spending time with her 

son. She is also very artistic! She likes 

painting, crafts, sewing and jewelry-

making.  

Zach is very musically talented. He 

plays the guitar and keyboard.  

However, with a young child and an-

other one on the way, Zach and Erin have 

little time for hobbies right now!  

Altar Flowers  

Thank you to all who reserved dates for altar flowers for 2012.   

The following dates are still available:   

To place flowers on any of those dates, please call Marty Otto 

 ˒ March 18 

 ˒ April 15 

 ˒ July 22 

 ˒ August 5 

 ˒ December 30   
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LIBRARY / ZUMBA  / WEATHER 

February  Library News  

A S THE SNOW SWIRLS around the 

house today, I am ready to curl up in 

the recliner with a good book. With 

Valentineôs Day just around the corner, I 

have some good romantic reads to recom-

mend.  

SMITTEN is a four story novella 

centering around the town of Smitten, 

Vermont. The townôs economy is failing 

and four women from the town come up 

with a plan to sa˒e the town. With a name 

like Smitten it seems only natural to make 

the town a premier honeymoon destination. 

Best friends, Julia, Shelby, Natalie, and 

Reese come up with a sound business plan, 

but getting the men on board might take a 

little work. And, of course, this is where the 

fun begins. Not only do the men get on 

board with the plan, but they also begin to 

see themselves honeymooning in their 

hometown. This is a lighthearted easy read. 

Just perfect for February. 

As I frequently tell you, I like to have 

a little less froth (unless we are talking 

about lattes) and more adrenaline with my 

romance books. Author Ronnie Kendig is 

rounding out her Discarded Heroes series 

with FIRETHORN. If you have not read the 

other three books, now is the time as you 

wonôt have to wait for the explosive 

conclusion. The books are based on a black 

ops group called Nightshade. These men 

were all war heroes that had left the service 

due to the overwhelming emotional damage 

that war can inflict on an average service 

person. But Nightshade has picked them up 

and put them back together as a fighting 

unit with missions no one else can handle. 

Former marine Griffin Rendell, has been 

falsely imprisoned. So instead of rescuing a 

damsel in distress, Griffin will be rescued 

by the damsel, Kazi Faron. As the two 

learn to trust each other, the mission to find 

out who is sabotaging Nightshade and how 

to stop them, becomes more dangerous than 

any they have encountered before. I donôt 

want to give the plot away, but be prepared 

to stay up late with this page turner and 

maybe keep the tissues close. 

If neither of these books fills your 

Valentine romance quota, stop by the 

library and let us point out our many 

popular authors and series. 

See you in the library. 

Pam, Fran, & Donna 

 

FRIDAY MORNING CLASS 

9:15 - 10:15 am 

Instructor: Jenn Dusart 

(ZumbaJenn@verizon.net) 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING CLASS 

7:30 - 8:30 pm 

Instructors: Beth Truitt 

(ZumbawithBethT@gmail.com)  

and Angelica Ried 

(ZumbawithAngelicaR@gmail.com) 

Snow Cancellation  

Procedure  

The need to cancel events taking 

place at First Church can occur at any 

time. Though there are other things that 

can necessitate the cancellation of an 

event, weather is by far the most 

common cause. First Church has a 

cancellation process to assist leaders 

with determining if cancellation is 

necessary, coordinating with other 

event leaders, and communicating the 

information.  Here are the steps to take 

if you are leading an e˒ent that you 

believe may need to be cancelled: 

Call the Church Office at 766-

4611 and ask to speak to one of the 

pastors or an available staff member to 

determine the best course of action. In 

order to have sufficient time to 

communicate the cancellation, please 

consider any need to cancel at least 

three hours before the event is 

scheduled to start. For example, if an 

event is scheduled to begin at 7 pm, a 

discussion and decision to cancel 

should occur no later than 4 pm. 

Discuss and decide, in cooperation 

with the pastor or staff member, how 

leaders of other events taking place at 

the church that day will be notified of 

the cancellation. 

When necessary, a staff member 

will be responsible for broadcasting the 

cancellation via the FUMC Website 

and on the following TV and Radio 

stations: 

TV Stations:   

WHP CBS 21,  

CW 15,  

Channel 27 

Radio Stations:   

BOB 94.9 FM,  

WHP 580 AM,  

KISS 99.3 FM,  

The River 97.3 FM,  

WLAN 96.9 FM,  

WLAN 1390 AM 
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ENDOWMENT  FUND  

T HE ENDOWMENT FUND Committee 

of First United Methodist Church is 

pleased to provide to our congregation the 

fourth Annual Report for the Endowment 

Fund.  

The Endowment Fund was officially 

formed in June 2007. It is permanent, with 

the ultimate goal of supporting the future of 

First Church. Any and all gifts to the 

Endowment Fund remain in the principal of 

the fund in perpetuity. 

In its fourth full year of existence, the 

Endowment Fund grew by over $3,000. 

Funds were raised through contributions 

from First Church members and interest 

income.  

As of Dec. 31, 2011, the Endowment 

Fund totaled $28,388.15.  

The committee continued to actively 

promote the Endowment Fund to the 

congregation, and invite their continued 

prayers and financial support.  

All of the committeeôs work was done 

in accordance with the Social Principles of 

The United Methodist Church. 

ñFINANCIAL WELLNESSò PRESENTATION 

In May, First United Methodist 

Church was pleased to host local attorney 

Mark W. Allshouse, Esquire, for a presen-

tation on ñFinancial Wellness.ò 

Allshouse, founder of Christian Law-

yer Solutions, LLC, in Shermans Dale, 

stressed the importance of having an estate 

plan, with written and specific instructions 

prepared by a professional outlining your 

wishes for the distribution of your assets 

after you pass. 

Mark also discussed the importance of 

having a will. Why is it so important? 

ñBecause thatôs what weôre taught to do in 

the Bible,ò Mark said. ñWe all need a 

plan.ò  

Christian Lawyer Solutions is a Chris-

tian-oriented law practice operated by Mark 

and his wife, Sallie, since 2004. Mark and 

Sallie are former members of First Church.   

The event was co-sponsored by the 

Endowment Fund and Health and Wellness 

Committees. 

INVESTMENT STRATEGY UPDATE  

In early 2010, our Endowment Fund 

was exclusively invested in the Central 

Pennsylvania Conference Loan Fund where 

we received a 5.5 percent fixed rate. Due to 

economic conditions, we learned that this 

rate would drop to 4 percent by the middle 

of that year, and that the fund would be 

closed to new investments indefinitely. As 

of Jan. 1, 2011, the loan fund interest rate 

was lowered even more, to 2.5 percent.  

In 2010, the committee conducted 

careful research of investment options for 

future Endowment Fund proceeds. After 

much prayer and consideration, the com-

mittee selected the United Methodist 

Development Fund (UMDF) of the Board 

of Global Ministries, which was offering a 

two-year term and 3 percent interest rate. 

However, this rate has since dropped to 2 

percent for future two-year investments.  

First Church, like all businesses, 

individuals and non-profits entities, is 

experiencing the effects of the extraordi-

nary economic times in which we live. The 

Endowment Committee will continue to 

explore new investments options, and with 

Godôs direction, place our funds in the 

most beneficial and prudent investment 

means possible.  

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Balance as of Dec. 31, 2010 ....... $25,305.35 

Individual gifts .................................. 2,568.78 

Income ............................................... 514.02  

Fund Total as of Dec. 31, 2011 ..... $28,388.15 

(Continued on page 13) 

First United Methodist Church Endowment Fund  

2011 Annual Report  

2011 ENDOWMENT FUND DONORS  

Thank you to the following members of 

First Church for their support of the 

Endowment Fund. 

Ƌ Christian Fellowship Class 

Ƌ Mr. and Mrs. Martin and Vickie Coover 

Ƌ Ms. Bonnie Guyer 

Ƌ Mr. and Mrs. Ken and Katie Ham-

maker 

Ƌ Mr. and Mrs. Eric and Kelly King 

Ƌ Mr. James Rendler 

 

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE 

Ƌ Rev. Mike Minnix, Pastor 

Ƌ Rev. Lucretia Hurley-Browning,  

Associate Pastor 

Ƌ Bob Bittenbender, Endowment Fund 

Chair 

Ƌ Gerry Aumiller, Member-At-Large 

Ƌ Dave Coover, Member-At-Large 

Ƌ Katie Hammaker, Member-At-Large 

Ƌ Keith Herbster, Esq., Member-At-

Large 

Ƌ Bill Higgins, Treasurer 

Ƌ Mark Routch, Administrative Board 

Chair/Member-At-Large 

Ƌ Marilyn Seig, Asst. Treasurer 
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ENDOWMENT  FUND / LAY WITNESS  

HOW THE ENDOWMENT FUND WORKS 

Church members can make a contribu-

tion to the Endowment Fund in any amount 

and at any time. Or, members can make a 

formal commitment to make a future 

contribution. 

Contributions are applied directly to 

the principal of the Endowment Fund, and 

invested responsibly to grow the fund. 

As the principal of the Endowment 

Fund grows, so does the interest generated. 

That interest then will be available to 

support the church, and its ministries and 

programs. 

SUPPORT OF THE FUND 

Members can support the Endowment 

Fund in many ways.  

 ˒ Direct Cash Contributions 

 ˒ Gift Annuities 

 ˒ Bequest in a Will 

 ˒ Life Insurance Policy  

(First Church as beneficiary) 

 ˒ Direct Contributions 

 ˒ Contributions in Memory or  

Honor of Loved Ones 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

It is the Endowment Fund Commit-

teeôs hope and prayer that all First Church 

members will embrace the fund, and plan 

to support it now or in the future as able.  

To learn more about the Endowment 

Fund, please contact Bob Bittenbender, 

committee chair, at (717) 697-6257 or 

rbittenben@verizon.net, or either of First 

Churchôs pastors, Rev. Mike Minnix and 

Rev. Lucretia Hurley-Browning.  

First United Methodist Church  

Endowment Fund 2011 Annual Report 

(continued)  

W 
HAT IS A LAY WITNESS MISSION?  

The central focus of a Lay Witness 

Mission is on personal commitment 

and renewed commitment to Jesus Christ.  

Through Lay Witness Missions around the 

world people tell of lives transformed, rela-

tionships healed, new outreach begun, and 

new and renewed commitments being made 

through encounters with the living Christ. 

A Lay Witness Mission Weekend is 

part of a process where individuals are 

filled, gifted, empowered and led by the 

Holy Spirit. It includes a visiting team of 

laypeople who come for a weekend to tell 

of experiences in their own faith journey.  

The weekend includes: 

Both large and small group gatherings 

with the visiting team members and the 

congregation for Communion, prayer, and 

sharing stories of faith journeys. 

Making or renewing commitments to 

Jesus Christ, engaging in practices that help 

each person grow as Christian disciples, 

and encouragement to participate in minis-

try in the world. 

Opportunity for the congregation to 

dream and vision for the future, and to 

make plans for further faith sharing after 

the weekend is over. The Mission Weekend 

is closed with a gathering of the congrega-

tion to celebrate the transformation and 

renewal that has taken place. 

You are invited to help with planning 

for this very special weekend. Please pray 

about this opportunity and contact one of 

the coordinators if you are interested in 

being a part of the planning team. 

Psalm 51:12     

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,  

and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

 

Lay Witness Mission Coming to 

First Church  

˒  ˒Save The Dates ˒  ˒

Lay Witness Mission 

Weekend 

November 9, 10, 11, 2012 
 

 

Lay Witness Mission  

Co-Coordinators:  

 ˒ Tina Eaton,  

call church at 766-4611, ext. 104 

or email  

adultministry@fumchurch.com 

 ˒ Patti Herring, email 

familyzeke@verizon.net 

 ˒ Rick Kauffman, email 

r.kauffman@emkausa.com 

PLEASE BRING YOUR USED PRINTER 

CARTRIDGES to First Church and drop 

them off in the designated bin at the 

Collection Center across from the 

information desk. We recycle used 

cartridges thru EMPTIES 4 CASH and 

receive up to $4 per cartridge. 

EMPTIES 4 CASH will only accept 

printer cartridges that fit in the palm 

of your hand. The money we receive 

for your used printer cartridges is 

placed in the Family Assistance Fund 

which is used to provide help for 

families in need. In addition to 

helping families in need, you are also 

doing your part to reduce pollution. 

Cartridges that end up in our landfills 

take 1,000 years to decompose! 

Your Used Printer  

Cartridges = Cash for  

Family Assistance Fund!  

mailto:adultministry@fumchurch.com
mailto:familyzeke@verizon.net
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CHURCH  NEWS & NOTES / PRAYER/ CARILLON  

Love and Sympathy...  Special Birthdays  

Addresses of these members, who are 80-plus 

years of age, can be found in the Church 

Directory.  

Betty Stambach  ···········  February 2 

Joanne Ciampa ············  February 6 

Les Reed ·····················  February 8  

Doris Nesbit ·················  February 27 

Mae Myers···················  February 28 

 ˒ to the family upon the recent death of 

Susanna Reppert-Brillôs father, Byron 

Reppert. 

 ˒ to the family upon the recent death of 

Mabel Strockôs brother, William Lieb. 

 ˒ to the family upon the death of Rob 

Filsonôs mother, Donna Filson, on 

December 7, 2011. 

 ˒ to the family upon the death of  

Erma Ruppôs son, Robert Rupp, on 

December 14, 2011. 

D ID YOU KNOW . . . ? 

 ˒ First Church has an ñUpper 

Roomò or Prayer Room.  It is located 

on the second floor of the office side 

of the new building.  Just take the ele-

vator to the second floor and you are 

there.  Stop by some time and check it 

out! 

 ˒ First Church has a ñPrayer Team.ò  

Yes, we have a group of men, women 

and youth who have committed them-

selves to praying for our churchð

pastors, leaders, teachers, families, 

events, special needs, health issues, 

spiritual needs, discernment, etc.  If 

you have a concern or a need of prayer 

for yourself or another, please contact 

Pastor Mike, Pastor Lucretia, or a 

member of the Prayer Team. We will 

be happy to pray with you and for you. 

 ˒ First Church has a ñPrayer Shawl Min-

istry.ò There is a group of very faithful 

gals who have committed their knit-

ting and crocheting talents to Godôs 

service. They create beautiful shawls 

for people who are experiencing a 

challenging time in their life, and who 

could use a little extra comfort and 

prayers to see them through the experi-

ence. These lovely ladies meet in the 

church basement on Wednesday morn-

ings and they knit and pray, or crochet 

and pray for those who will receive 

their creations. They call their group 

ñCovered in Love.ò  Isnôt that appro-

priate? 

 ˒ The Prayer Team meets monthly.  On 

the third Tuesday of each month, the 

Prayer Team gathers at 6:30 pm in the 

Upper Room for a time of prayer and 

learning.  This month we will be learn-

ing about the practice of Laying on of 

Hands, and its role in prayer and heal-

ing. 

 ˒ The Prayer Team is not a ñselect 

group.ò Anyone, yes, YOU are invited 

to join us in the Upper Room on the 

third Tuesday of each month if you 

can make it then.  If not, but youôd like 

to be a part of this ministry as a ñPray 

from Home Partnerò please email Sue 

Higgins at suehigg12050@pa.net and 

weôll add your name to our distribu-

tion list.  Weôd love to have you join 

us in this special ministry! 

Finally, dear sisters and brothers, 

please remember, ñThe fervent prayer of a 

righteous man (woman or child) avails 

much.ò  James 5:15 

Facts and News from the FUMC Prayer Team  
If you have lived near First Church 

for any length of time, you probably 

recall hearing the churchôs carillon sys-

tem playing beautiful music at noon and 

6 pm each day. Unfortunately, our old 

carillon system outlived its useful life a 

number of years ago and cannot be re-

paired/returned to service. 

Tom Mullikin has been spearhead-

ing an initiative to install a new carillon 

system at First Church. The Trustees, in 

conjunction with Schulmerich Carillons, 

Inc., are currently testing a new carillon 

system to gauge community reaction 

before we make a final decision to pur-

chase. Be sure to listen for the chimes 

and music at noon and 6 pm each day, 

and let us know what you think. 

Carillon Update  

THE SANCTUARY IS OPEN FOR PRAYER 

the first Sunday of each month from 7-8 

pm. Members of the Prayer Team will 

be present to pray with you upon re-

quest. We encourage you to take advan-

tage of this opportunity to be quietly and 

prayerfully present in our Sanctuary; to 

pray for yourself, your families, our 

church, our nation; and to be still and 

listen to Godôs response to your prayers. 

Sanctuary Open  for 

Prayer  
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

Lots of things have been happening 

around the church lately as the Trustees 

and the Custodial Team continue their 

efforts to make our facility a welcoming 

place for our members, visitors, and 

guests.  

 ˒ Painting was done on the Sanctuary 

ceiling where we had to have it 

plastered once we resolved the 

longstanding roof leak problem.   

 ˒ Painting was also done on the west 

wall of the Sunday School audito-

rium, and three of the handmade 

crosses from the sermon series 

addressing the many forms that 

crosses have taken over the years 

were hung in the arches of that 

room.   

 ˒ Closets have been cleaned out so 

that we can make better use of our 

storage space.  

 ˒ A number of carpets were sham-

pooed, and quite a few of our tile 

floors were really scrubbed and 

made to sparkle.   

Thereôs lots more to do, including 

the stair tread replacement project that 

we expect to start sometime in February, 

and painting in the multipurpose room, 

vestibules, and hallways. Plus, weôre 

thinking long and hard about sanding 

and refinishing the floor in the adult 

Sunday School room.   

Finally, weôre still working on 

some water infiltration issues to make 

our building ñhigh and dry.ò   

Be sure to let Roger Walton, our 

Facilities Manager, know if you see 

something that needs our attention, and 

also let Roger know how you can help 

be part of the solution.   

Thank you to everyone who 

assisted on our work day on January 14; 

you really made a difference! 

Facility Update  February 5  

USHERS: Eric King, James Alderman,  

Thomas Helm, Ralph Harkins, Roy Miller, 

Harry Woods, Winslow Brown (8:15)  

Rick  Kauffman, Brian  Vogl,  

Rodney  Cook, Ed Johnson,  

Chuck  Kershner, Wayde Leister (10:45)  

MEDIA: Bob Bittenbender & Ron Nichols 

ACOLYTE: Ben Herbster (8:15),  

Emma Cornelius (10:45) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  GREETER: Lori McKenney  

WORSHIP CHILDCARE GREETER:   

Pam Van Kirk (8:15), Heidi Mays (10:45) 

CRIB/TODDLERS: Shannon & Jim OôLeary, 

Hayley Holloway (8:15), Janet Almond, 

Cassidy Krnjaic (10:45) 

WEE WORSHIP (10:45): Jennifer & Kevin Long,  

Ryan Or Kyle Eaton 

KIDS WORSHIP (10:45): Tracy Wertz or Dan Wertz, 

Norma Bingham  

USHERS: Youth  

MEDIA: Fred Espenshade and Roger Walton 

ACOLYTE: Cate Farber (8:15) ,  

Victoria Yother (10:45)  

SUNDAY SCHOOL GREETER:  

Jennifer Turner-Long 

WORSHIP CHILDCARE GREETER:  

Sandy Walton (8:15), Rhonda Farber (10:45) 

CRIB/TODDLERS: Michelle Smacher or Christi 

Buker, Katerina Maylock or Amy Ogden, 

Candise Everhart (8:15), Dawn Merris,  

Kim LaPointe, Shawn Rapp (10:45) 

WEE WORSHIP (10:45): Vicki Shambaugh, Rose 

Rohlmeier, Paige Snyder 

KIDS WORSHIP (10:45): Tracy Wertz or Dan Wertz, 

Kasie Wertz 

February 12  

USHERS: Gerry Sheely, Elvin Hess,  

Bill Seig, Bob Shannon, Roy Miller (8:15);  

Larry Buddenbaum, Rick Kauffman, Bob 

Bittenbender, Barry Eaton, Chuck Kershner, 

Mike Ogden, Rose  Rohlmeier, Mark Routch 

(10:45)  

MEDIA: Michael Garman, Chris Grant  

& Ken Rapp 

ACOLYTE: Kendyl Swank (8:15),  

Kayleigh DeWalt (10:45)  

SUNDAY SCHOOL GREETER: Jen Schroeder  

WORSHIP CHILDCARE GREETER:   

Marilyn Knott (8:15), Tracy Holliday (10:45)  

CRIB/TODDLERS: Kaleigh & Dave Glatfelter, 

Caryn Knott,  Kayla Buker (8:15), Amy Erno, 

Lauren Sanker, Rachel Miller, Lauren La-

Pointe (10:45) 

WEE WORSHIP (10:45):Kelley Levan, Tracy 

McHale, Makala Eberly  

KIDS WORSHIP (10:45): Tracy Wertz or Dan  

Wertz, Lori Zabicki 

February 19  February 26  

USHERS: Tom Helm, Charles Glessner,  

Ben Miller, Ron Nichols, Jim Van Kirk (8:15);  

Brian Vogl, Larry Buddenbaum, Stuart Diehl,  

Ken Guise, Mike Lehmer, Mike McHale,  

Rose Rohlmeier, Jake Sunday (10:45)  

MEDIA: Eric DeWalt, Steve Morgan,  

& Judy Strayer 

ACOLYTE: Will Hoover (8:15), 

Aiden DeLong (10:45) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL GREETER: Tracy Rainelli  

WORSHIP CHILDCARE GREETER:   

Marge Snyder (8:15), Sandy Leister (10:45) 

CRIB/TODDLERS: Kelly King, Megan Koontz ,  

Pam  & Jenna Magee (8:15), Shelli Spencer, 

Phoebe Noss, Morgan Krnjaic (10:45) 

WEE WORSHIP (10:45): Brandy Zimmerman,  

Vicky Shambaugh, Megan Leister 

KIDS WORSHIP (10:45): Tracy Wertz or Dan Wertz, 

Norma Bingham 
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GIVING  WINGS TO THE GOSPEL 

WELCOME  ~ INVITE  ~  NURTURE ~  GROW ~  SEND 

Sunday, February 19, at  7 pm  

ñLet everything that has breath  

praise the LORD éò 

Psalm 150:6 

Join us as we worship in music  

and personal testimony.  

Team Rehearsal at 5:30 pm. 

You are welcome to join us. 

Potluck Dinner at 6 pm. 

Babysitting provided  

during rehearsal  

and service. 

Sunday, February 5  

Details on page 8 

DAY OF  
PAMPERING 
for Caregivers 

 

FEBRUARY 25 
 

... a day for us to be  

the hands and feet  

of Christ in  

our community. 

 

Details on page 3  


