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First News First 

Christmas is coming!!  When I was a child I thought Christmas would never  
arrive; now it returns so rapidly I wonder how another year could possibly have 
passed.  I so look forward to it…not because of the decorations and presents, but 
because of the family.  When family members live at some distance and lead busy 
lives, as we all do, time to spend together is rare.  We can always count on Christmas 
to give us some time to see each other again.  Christmas reminds me of the value of 
family and friends. 

Karen Armstrong speaks of the importance of family in ways I understand, but 
hadn’t considered:  “family is a school of compassion because it is here that we learn 
to live with other people.”  Family life involves self-sacrifice, because daily we have to 
put ourselves to one side in order to accommodate the needs of other family  
members; nearly every day there is something to forgive.  Family is also a school of 
spirituality because in family relationships we have the opportunity to learn and  
practice the elements and disciplines of healthy spirituality: love and care, habits and 
responsibilities, giving and sacrifice. 

Instead of seeing these things as irritants or inconveniences, we should see these 
tensions as opportunities for growth and transformation.  Ask yourself what you 
really feel about your family.  What makes you proud and happy about them?  Make a 
list of the ways in which your family nourishes you.  Perhaps you could write a letter 
to them outlining your history as a family, and your hopes and fears for each person 
in it.  Does your family have a black sheep, and how has this situation come about?  
Can it be rectified?  What are your particular strengths in family life?  Is there  
anything you could do to make each member of your family feel more valued? 

Perhaps there is someone in your neighborhood who has no family.  Why not 
include them in your own, make a place for them in your life, around your table and 
in your heart.  There aren’t many gifts greater than extending the gift of family to  
another. 

In the church we celebrate being part of the family of God.  That family provides 
us the same opportunities and privileges:  this family is a “school of compassion” too, 
and a place where we have the opportunity to learn and practice the elements and 
disciplines of healthy spirituality.  When we baptize someone we sing a song of  
celebration, “Welcome to the Family,” and we remember our promise to participate, 
learn and grow as members of the family of God. 

Enjoy these upcoming holidays…especially the family time it affords both at 
home and at church.  

Pastor Mike 
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Dates to Remember 

Dec 4 ......... Applebee’s Fund-

raiser for DR Trip 

Dec 7 ......... Mission Meal 
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Dec 11 ....... LFNS Christmas 

Program 

Dec 13 ....... Cookie Walk 

Dec 14 ....... Service of  

Remembrance 

Dec 16 ....... Senior Fellowship 

Dec 17 ....... Grocery Bagging 

Dec 21 ....... Caroling 

Dec 28 ....... Rejoicing Spirits 

Jan 18 ........ Anchor Worship 

Jan 21 ........ Grocery Bagging 

Jan 25 ........ Rejoicing Spirits 

Jan 31 ........ Roller Skating 
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Finance 

Through October 31, 2014 

(83% of year) 

General Fund 
2014 budget $ 885,000 
Expected income $ 734,550 
Actual income $ 704,145 (80% of budget) 
Deficit $ 30,405 

Actual expenses $ 697,438 

Building Fund $ 123,131  

Legacy Campaign $ 3,752 

Last year our General Fund income reached 
the level of our budget. This year, income is below 
what would allow us to do all we planned to do in 
God’s name. Think about all the blessings you 
have received and consider making additional gifts 
beyond your pledge or electronic giving, so we can 

more fully accomplish all God wants us to do this 
year. Remember, generous giving reflects God’s 
love. 

 During October, $2,650 was paid on our debt 
from the Building Fund. Also, interest in the 
amount of $1,068 was paid from the General 
Fund. We have a very real potential to pay off our 
debt by December 31, 2014, or very soon thereaf-
ter. Your contribution to the Building Fund before 
the end of the year will help. 

As we look to the 2015 budget, please make a 
pledge and pledge consistent with the blessings 
you have received from our God this year. We are 
called by God to Live Generously. 

The Building Fund includes the proceeds from 
the sale of the Keller Street rental properties. 
Those monies were paid on the church debt. 

FIRST NEWS FIRST Editor: Kristin Brown 

The February newsletter deadline is January 15.  

All submissions should be received in the church 

office on or before this date. Early submissions are 

always welcome! 

Endowment 

For many, Advent is a joyous season as we prepare for the Christmas holiday and anticipate the 
coming of our blessed Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

Christmas is also a popular time to give and receive gifts with our families, friends and others.  

But as exciting as it can be to receive gifts, here’s something to think about: Can you remember 
three Christmas presents that you received last year? If not, you are not alone. The truth is, most of the 
presents we receive, though liked and appreciated, are forgotten over time.  

This Christmas, why not give a more meaningful, lasting gift that will always be remembered and 
continue to give well into the future?  

Gifts to the First Church Endowment Fund last forever. That’s because contributions to the fund 
are never spent. They are invested to generate income for future use.    

This is an exciting time for First Church! Our Endowment Fund has grown considerably since its 
inception in 2007. In fact, due to some generous pre-planned gifts, the Endowment Fund more than 
doubled in just the past two years! As of October, the Endowment Fund has grown to more than 
$85,000.   

You can support the Endowment Fund with a cash contribution now, or a planned gift (e.g.,  
bequest in a will) to be made in the future. All gifts are tax deductible. 

If you would like more information on the Endowment Fund, please call or approach Katie  
Hammaker, Endowment Committee Chairperson, or either of First Church’s pastors. 
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Advent | Christmas 

November 30 1st Sunday in Advent: 
Worship, Holy Communion 8:15 & 10:45 am 

December 7 2nd Sunday in Advent: 
Worship 8:15 am & 10:45 am  
Holiday Harmony 7 pm 

December 11  
Little Friend’s Nursery School  
Christmas Program  9:15 am 

December 14 3rd Sunday in Advent 
Worship 8:15 am & 10:45 am 
Service of Remembrance 7 pm 

December 21 4th Sunday in Advent 
Worship 8:15 am & 10:45 am 
Christmas Caroling 5pm 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES  

5 pm 
Family Service  

Designed for families of all ages, but especially 
sensitive to families with young children. Will 
conclude with candle lighting.  

8 pm  
Service of Christmas Eve Simplicity   

Designed as a quiet, prayerful service for indi-
viduals and families. Simplicity marks this ser-
vice with instrumental music, Communion, 
Prayer Time and a brief candle lighting service. 

11 pm 
Festival Service of Light and Wonder  

Includes Holy Communion, lessons and carols, 
music by our choirs, and candle-lighting.   

Holiday Harmony ~ December 7 

The music department invites you and your family to Holiday Harmony on Sunday evening,  
December 7, at 7:00.  The various choirs and musicians of First Church are excited to bring you a 
Christmas program of beautiful and meaningful music.  We look forward to seeing you there!  

3rd Annual Cookie Walk ~ December 13, 10 am - 1 pm or until cookies run 
out                                                                                   

Come join us in the multi-purpose room and support the Youth mission trip.  
Fill a box or two. Just $10/box. Kids can decorate their own cookies.  

Christmas Caroling ~ December 21                                                                                   

Calling Christmas Carolers of all ages!   You are invited to enjoy a covered dish dinner at 5 pm  
before heading out in groups around 5:45 pm to share Christmas carols with members of our home-
bound community.  No singing experience or talent necessary, just a desire to spread some Christmas 
cheer!  Treat yourself to cookies and hot cocoa in Fellowship Hall upon your return. If you would like 
to contribute cookies for this event, please mark them for “Caroling” and place in the church kitchen 
by noon on December 21. 

Questions?  Janice Bowen – 766-4611 x112 or wecare@fumchurch.com 

mailto:wecare@fumchurch.com
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Congregational Care 

Send Christmas Greetings to the Homebound 

Don Adams 

c/o Jennifer Brillhart 

417 Valley Street 

Mechanicsburg, PA 

17055 

Milt & Tammy 

Dougherty 

220 West Keller Street 

Mechanicsburg, PA   

17055 

Bill & June Henschke 

607 Allison Avenue 

Mechanicsburg, PA 

17055 

Bill & Lois Morland 

26 Kensington Drive 

Camp Hill, PA  17011 

Art Murray 

Elmcroft of Dillsburg-

#226 

153 Logan Road 

Dillsburg, PA 17019 

Kathryn Nailor 

108 N. Washington St. 

Mechanicsburg, PA  

17055 

Mildred Neagley 

303 E. Coover Street 

Mechanicsburg, PA 

17055 

Elaine O’Hara 

715 E. Winding Hill Rd 

Mechanicsburg, PA   

17055 

Truman Peters 

507 Bainbridge Street 

Panama City Beach, FL 

32413 

David Richards 

PO Box 145 

Fair Haven, NY   13064 

Walter & Nancy  

Senney 

8256 Station House 

Centerville, OH 45458 

Ruth Strock 

815 Williams Grove Rd 

Mechanicsburg, PA   

17055 

Doris Sweger 

115 N. Market Street 

Mechanicsburg, PA   

17055 

Doris Zimmerman 

36 Greenspring Drive 

Mechanicsburg, PA  

17055 

 

BETHANY VILLAGE 

West Apartment 

Nancy and Ike  

Bomboy 

5225 Wilson Lane,  

Apt. 2122 

Mechanicsburg, PA  

17055 

 

Court Apartments 

325 Wesley Drive 

Mechanicsburg, PA 

17055 

Pat Marr 

Apt. 3109 

Barb & Don Shover 

Apt. 3315   

Betty Stambach 

Apt. 3129 

 

Maplewood 

Betty Fribance 

Room  208 Maplewood 

5225 Wesley Drive 

Mechanicsburg, PA 

17055 

 

The Oaks 

5225 Wilson Lane 

Mechanicsburg, PA 

17055 

Paul Cramer 

The Oaks—Room 23 

Effie Cramer 

The Oaks—Room 43 

Anna Mary Eberly 

The Oaks—Room  40 

Art Farr                               

The Oaks—Room 41 

 

BRIDGES AT BENT 

CREEK 

2100 Bent Creek Blvd 

Mechanicsburg, PA 

17050  

Mary Reineker  

Room  159 

Lil Thomas 

Room 178 

 

 

 

CHAPEL POINTE 

Romaine Lehman 

Chapel Pointe, Room 4 

770 South Hanover St 

Carlisle, PA   17013 

 

CLAREMONT 

Claremont  Nursing 

Home 

1000 Claremont Road         

Carlisle, PA  17013 

Dolly Dougherty 

Room 321 

Paul Fertenbaugh 

Room 80     

Mark Grosz 

Room 419 

Winifred Prowell  

Room 123 

 

MANOR CARE 

1700 Market Street 

Camp Hill, PA 17011 

Jim & Shirley Russell 

Room  221 

 

VIBRALIFE 

707 Shepherdstown 

Road 

Mechanicsburg, PA 

17055 

Bill & Betty Etter 

Room  607/609 

Naomi Kuntz 

Room 307 



Give the  gift of Hope 
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Mission Trip to Dominican Republic 

Come support the adults in our congregation going to the Dominican Republic in July by taking a 
night to dine and donate! All dinner fundraisers are on Thursdays. Proceeds will go towards supporting 
these adults in both medical & building ministries in the Dominican Republic. We hope to see YOU 
there. Fundraiser dates and restaurants (all Mechanicsburg locations) are: 

December 4th- Applebees Fundraiser (11am-9pm)  

January 15th- Friendly's Fundraiser (details to follow) 

Chili/Cornbread Mission Meal at First Church, December 7 following the 10:45 am service 

Thank you for your prayers and support! ~ The D.R. 2015 Missions Team 

Neighborhood Center 

A big “thank you” to those who baked cakes for the Harrisburg Neighborhood Center Bake sale. 
The sale raised over $1000 toward their high school senior scholarship program. It was noted that our 
cakes were “delicious as always, and very popular with the voters.” 

Missions 

Grocery Bagging for Bethesda Mission 

On the third Wednesday evening of every month members of First United Methodist Church  
gather at Mission Central to bag groceries for Bethesda Mission.  All are invited to join and be a part  
of this mission opportunity. Join us at Mission Central on December 17 and/or January 21 at 6 pm. 
Contact Eric King at 697-0933 or eeking@verizon.net for more information. 

Penny Report 

Help supported the Sierra Leone Well Drilling Project by dropping your pennies, or any loose 
change, into the Penny Bucket in the narthex. One hundred percent (100%) of your donations are used 
to provide training and dig wells that supply safe drinking water for schools and communities in Sierra 
Leone. There were 860 pennies contributed this past month for a total to date of $12,141.89. 

Thank you for your continued prayers and financial support of the Sierra Leone Well Drilling  
Project! 

Alternative Gift Giving 

When planning your gift giving this season, why not skip the shopping and consider some of these 
alternative ways to honor your family and friends by making a donation in their name to one of the 
following organizations or to your favorite non-profit organization?  

Mission Central ~ missioncentral.org 

United Methodist Committee on Relief ~ umcor.org 

Central PA Food Bank ~ centralpafoodbank.org 

Cure International ~ cure.org 

World Vision ~ worldvision.org 

Heifer International ~ heifer.org 



PAGE 6 FIRST NEWS FIRST 

Lent 

The title of this year’s Lenten Devotional is Living Faith: Making Disciples. Making Disciples is 
the primary task left to us by Jesus, and there are many ways that we can do this.  We answer God’s call 
to make disciples by walking along side others and encouraging them to follow Jesus, but we can also 
make disciples through simple friendships and even chance encounters.  What they all have in common 
is this: We make disciples by living our faith for everyone to see. 

God has created a beautiful tapestry in which our lives are interwoven… by living faith, not only 
are our own lives transformed, but the lives of everyone we connect with can also be transformed!   

We want to hear your stories!  How has your living faith transformed your life, making you a true 
follower of Jesus?  How has your living faith transformed someone else’s life?  What about others… 
what relationships have changed your life and deepened your faith? 

Your sharing will give glory to God and will strengthen and encourage others.  Please sign up to 
write a devotion on the sign-up sheet located in the Main Lobby on the Adult Ministries table.  

The format of your personal devotion should be: 

1. Brief Title 
2. Scripture verse 
3. Written narrative (275 words maximum) 
4. Sentence prayer 
5. Your Name 

Your stories are important, so if you struggle with writing don’t let that hold you back!  Simply 
contact Tina Eaton if you need help with drafting, finalizing and proof reading. Please email your 
document to adultministry@fumchurch.com.  If you do not have access to email, please place a hard 
copy of your devotion in an envelope marked “Devotion for Lent” and turn it in to the church office.  
Please contact Tina Eaton at adultministry@fumchurch.com or call 766-4611 if you have questions. 

Devotions are due no later than Friday, January 30, 2015 

We welcome your participation in this devotional with gratitude! 

Adult Ministry 

New Winter Bible Studies 

“Living the Covenant”  
8 Week Study Begins January 6 ~ Tuesday Evenings 6:30 – 8:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 
Facilitated by Anne Horton 

Living the Covenant focuses on how living out our covenant in faithful love affects actual relation-
ships in daily life.  We will study scripture that examines leadership problems among tribal chieftains, 
kings and prophets, and spiritual and political crises. We will also study the practical wisdom and guid-
ance in the letters of Paul, and more. 

If you are interested in this wonderful opportunity, please see the display and sign up in the main 
lobby by Sunday, December 21. Cost of Participant Guides is $15.00.  If you have questions, please 
contact Tina Eaton at 766-4611 or email adultministry@fumchurch.com. 

mailto:adultministry@fumchurch.com
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Adult Ministry 

New Winter Bible Studies 

“Becoming a Friend of the Faithful God—A Study on Abraham” 
7 Week Study Begins January 8 ~ Thursday Mornings 9–11 am & Thursday  Evenings 6:45–8:45 pm in 
Fellowship Hall 
Facilitated by Juanita Guise 

Abraham was called "the friend of God." What can you learn from him that will ground your faith, 
challenge your walk, and give you hope for the future?  

While studying the life of Abraham, this Precept Ministries study also introduces the student to 
the Inductive Bible Study Method. This particular study is a great opportunity to learn “how” to study 
the Bible for yourself, as it walks the student through the Inductive Bible Study Method. 

Join with men and women in Fellowship Hall, as we, together, observe and discuss God’s Word 
and its application to our lives today. Signup in Narthex or e-mail Juanita Guise: kguise@comcast.net 

Cost of workbook: $13.50 

“Sticky Faith: Everyday Ideas to Build Lasting Faith in Your Kids” 
5 Week Study Begins January 18 ~ Sunday Evenings 6:30 – 8:00 pm in Room 207 
Facilitated by Tina Eaton 

Research shows that almost half of graduating high school seniors struggle deeply with their faith.  
This study provides a powerful strategy to show parents how to encourage their children’s spiritual 
growth so that it will stick with them into adulthood and empower them to develop a living, lasting 
faith. 

To sign up for this study please see the display in the main lobby and order your book (new or 
used) from amazon.com. If you have questions, please contact Tina Eaton at 766-4611 or email adult-
ministry@fumchurch.com. 

On-going Bible Studies 

We have a number of on-going Bible studies.  If you are interested in any of the following please 
call the contact person listed below for more information: 

Men’s Inductive Bible Study  
Classes meet Sunday evenings 6 – 7:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 
Contact Ken Guise at kguise@knouse.com 

Bible Study with Pastor Mike - Prophets 
Classes meet Tuesday mornings 10 – 11 am in Room 207 
Contact Pastor Mike Minnix at pastormike@fumchurch.com or call 766-4611 

Bible Study with Pastor Mike – Discussion based on Sermons 
Classes meet Wednesday evenings 7 – 8 pm in room 207 
Contact Pastor Mike Minnix at pastormike@fumchurch.com or call 766-4611 

Welcome to our New Members 

Jerry Brown 

Jennifer Gross 

Michael Lehman & Cathy Cole 

 

Bill & Karen Richie 

Joan Stokes 

Todd & Erin Witters 

mailto:kguise@comcast.net
mailto:adultministry@fumchurch.com
mailto:adultministry@fumchurch.com
mailto:kguise@knouse.com
mailto:pastormike@fumchurch.com
mailto:pastormike@fumchurch.com
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Adult Ministry 

Men of First Church 

This winter we are heading back to Wesley Forest, to where the clear night skies offer fantastic star
-gazing and a fresh snow fall means great toboggan runs down the slope.  

There are other benefits to heading north with us that are hard to duplicate here in Mechanicsburg, 
as well. Like building friendships with our Christian brothers that can help keep us accountable to His 
commands. It's amazing how much more you can get to know someone on one weekend retreat than 
you can in a year-full of Sundays attending church services. There is a strong contingency who come 
back to the mountains with us every year and we are also looking to initiate some new guys into this 
annual tradition.  

Our format for learning and worship is structured enough to keep us grounded, but allows for 
plenty of free time to unwind and escape the daily stressors we may feel at home or work. (It also helps 
to have limited phone service while we are up at Wesley.)  

The cost remains a reasonable $90 for 2 nights of lodging, 4 hearty meals, and countless memories 
that will last you a lifetime. Scholarships available for anyone who needs. Save the dates of February 20
-22 and plan to join us for what is always a fun and fulfilling time. See Bob Wertz, Jr. or John Bowen 
for any questions and to learn how to register.  

2015 Women’s Retreat ~ Connecting with God… Hearing God’s Voice ~ March 6 - 8 

This year’s retreat will focus on hearing God’s voice through prayer, dance, worship, art and  
scripture.  Join us for a weekend filled with fellowship, fun, food and faith!  Program starts on Friday 
evening and concludes on Sunday at noon.  Hotel-like accommodations and 4 meals included.  

Mt. Asbury Retreat Center, Newville 

Please make checks payable to FUMC with 'women's retreat' in the memo section.  Registrations 
may be mailed to Patti Herring at 613 Lavina Drive, Mechanicsburg 17055 or can be place in the 

Scrip Box near the coffee area.  (Please do not place checks in her mailbox). 
Questions, call Patti Herring at 795-9721 or email at familyzeke@verizon.net.  

Return this portion with your payment 

Name               

Address         City     

Phone     Cell    Email       

Allergies or diet restrictions           

Medications         

Emergency contact        Phone     

Early Bird Registration by 1/25/15 is $110.  After that date, the fee will be $125. Fees include two-
night stay and 4 meals. Handicapped accessible rooms.  All registrations are due by 2/22/15. 

 $110 Early Bird registration enclosed (due by 1/25/15) 

 $125 registration enclosed (if paying after 1/25/15) 

Is this your first retreat?  Yes  No 

mailto:familyzeke@verizon.net
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Women’s Ministry 

Have you tried the SCRIP program yet? Would you also like to support the Women's Ministries of 
First Church (particularly the Women's Retreat)? The bell choirs have generously offered to share the 
SCRIP proceeds. If you purchase gift cards from Applebee's, Carrabba's/Outback Steakhouse, Cracker 
Barrel, Dunkin Donuts, Olive Garden/Red Lobster/Longhorn Steakhouse, Panera Bread, Red Robin, 
Subway, Texas Roadhouse, or TGI Friday's, the proceeds will directly benefit the Women's Retreat. 
Please check out all of the great restaurants, retail stores, hotels, etc that SCRIP offers. The SCRIP box 
and order forms are located at the end of the main entrance hallway, to the right. Any questions, please 
contact Patti Herring at 795-9721 or familyzeke@verizon.net. 

College 

College students: Welcome home for the holidays! 

We are glad you are home and want to give you an opportunity to hang out and catch up with  
one another.  Come to the casual fellowship gatherings at the Eaton's house on December 18th and 
January 8th from 7:00-9:00. Bring a snack to share and come see your fellow church friends while at 
home. 

Also, stop into the wedge of the youth lounge during Sunday school for a space to talk with fellow 
college students about faith and life. 

Looking for information about the happenings of the youth department? Don't miss out on all that 
is going on.  Make sure to send an email to uthrock@fumchurch.com to be included on our email  
distribution list.  Also, check the weekly bulletin announcements for the most up-to-date information. 

Service opportunities: December and January: 

Bagging at Mission Central - December 17 &  January 21 
Nail Painting at Manor Care - December 20 &  January 17 
Christmas Caroling - December 21 

Fundraising Help needed: 

Bake cookies for the cookie walk on December 13 
Collect new and gently worn shoes for upcoming Shoe drive 

Things to sign up for: 

Winter Retreat - December 5-7 
Confirmation Winter Retreat - January 9 & 10 
Zeteo - January 30 - February 1 
Summer Mission Trip - June 28 - July 3 

Sunday Evenings 3G and Explore Bible Study through January: 

The only 3G in December is December 14 because of the retreat and church wide Christmas  
activities.  We will be meeting January 4, 11, 18, and 25. 

Explore the Bible will continue at Panera Bread on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday's from 7-8:30. 
Meet us there on December 10, January 14, January 28 

Youth Department 

mailto:uthrock@fumchurch.com
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Youth Department 

Ongoing ways of supporting the youth department 

The youth keep busy during the year participating in things like the cookie walk, car washes,  
pancake breakfasts, mission meals, and more to help fund their summer mission trips and to aid in 
their sponsorship of CUREkids.  But did you know about the ongoing ways that you can help the 
youth? 

Juice Pouch collection: 

Since partnering with Terra Cycle we have collected over 25,000 juice pouches and 
have earned over $500 for our recycling efforts.   All we do is mail Terra Cycle the 
used juice pouches that you turn in to us.  It’s that easy!  There is a collection box in 
the main lobby of the church and on top of the fridge in the youth lounge.  We ask 
that you collect juice pouches is quantities of ten or twenty and seal them off in a 
plastic Ziploc bag.  Then just toss them into our collection bin!  No rinsing required!  
Terra Cycle is an awesome organization partnering with countless number of non-
profits to help reduce waste and to create sellable products out of recycled goods.  
Check them out at www.terracycle.com 

Goodsearch Search Engine: 

It’s become a typical habit to instantly search the web for 
whatever it is you are curious about, looking for, wanting to 
buy, or needing to understand.   “Google” is becoming an 
adjective because searching for stuff online is just what we 
do.  The youth can make a penny for every single search you 

make, just make sure you are searching at www.goodsearch.com.  Register your name and choose 
“First United Methodist Church – Mechanicsburg” as your supporting cause. 

funds2orgs Shoe Drive: 

The youth will be collecting gently worn and new shoes for a shoe drive to benefit those in other 
countries in need of shoes and our 2015 summer youth mission trip.  Please hang on to those 
shoes and watch the bulletin for information about our future show drive and collection. 

CURE  International: 

The youth have been supporting CURE International through their program 
CURE kids.  Youth bring in loose change and donations that are collected on 
Sunday morning during Sunday school to help financially support the surgery 
of the current CURE kid.  Cure kids are children around the world who are in 
need of life giving surgery.  CURE hospitals in 30 different countries deliver 
life changing health care to children who otherwise would not be able to  
afford the help.  We are able to follow the stories of the children we help 
online and learn about the outcome of the surgery and hear about their  
journey of healing.  Check out the wall in the basement across from the  
bathrooms to see the many faces of the CURE kids the youth of First Church have sponsored.   
Learn more about the kids CURE serves at www.cure.org 

Thanks for continuing to support and help out the fundraising efforts of the youth at First Church! 

http://www.terracycle.com
http://www.goodsearch.com
http://www.cure.org
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Choirs 

Music Schedule for Worship 

December 7 8:15 Sanctuary Choir 
 10:45 Invocation 

December 14 8:15 Sounds of Worship/Monday Bells 
 10:45 Youth 

December 21 8:15 Sounds of Worship/Wednesday Bells/Cello Ensemble 
 10:45 Sanctuary Choir/Chimes 

December 24 5:00 Junior Choir/Wee Singers 
 8:00 Luke Ogden & Phoebe Noss 
 11:00 Sanctuary Choir 

December 28: 8:15 Sounds of Worship 
 10:45 Sanctuary Choir 

January 4 8:15 Sanctuary Choir 
 10:45 Invocation 

January 11 8:15 Sounds of Worship 
 10:45 Sanctuary Choir 

January 18 8:15 Sounds of Worship 
 10:45 Psalm 150 

January 25 8:15 Sounds of Worship 
 10:45 Sanctuary Choir 

Worship 

Sunday Evening  
Anchor Worship 

3rd Sunday at 6:00 pm 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning  
Worship Services 

8:15 am &  
10:45 am 

Sunday School 
9:30 am 

The 4th Sunday at 4:00... 

an interactive and inclusive  

ministry for those with develop-

mental disAbilities, their fami-

lies, friends and care givers. 

Holy Communion 

Beginning with communion on November 30, we will be offering gluten-free bread in the center of 
the bread plates for those who prefer to commune without gluten! 

Ringing In the News  

Besides ringing in First Church’s Holiday Harmony Concert on Sunday, December 7th, the Praise 
Ringers will be in concert again this year at the Fredrickson Library in Camp Hill on Monday,  
December 15th at 7:00 pm.  It’s always fun to see some faces we know in the audience! 

We want to thank you for your support with our November Pie sale.  Hope your pies were  
delicious like mine!  We will be baking again February 21st – cherry and apple. 

In January we have a Hosses Community Day on Tuesday, January 13th – please add the date to 
your 2015 calendars. 

We hope you and yours have a wonderful Christmas Season. 
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I just can’t believe that Christmas is only six weeks away!  Yet it is, and I hope you are more ready 
than I am.  One thing I have been doing to get ready for Christmas is ordering a few Christmas books.  
The library has an inspiring collection of Christmas fiction plus a terrific selection of non-fiction  
Advent and Christmas books.  By the time you read this Advent will be starting, and the Christmas 
whirlwind will have begun.  Stop in the library to get some books that will calm your spirt, enrich your 
life, or just carry you away from it all.  Let me give you some examples. 

If you packed an Operation Christmas Child box, you will want to read the book of the same 
name.  It will make you want to start packing boxes for next year and in greater numbers.  Warning: 
Do not read this book in public because the testimonials from workers and children will bring you to 
tears.  The way God is working through each small box is a Christmas miracle reborn over and over.  
This book will bring the true meaning of Christmas to your heart! 

On the lighter side author Melody Carlson has once again offered up her Christmas novella, The 
Christmas Cat.  Garrison Brown has returned from overseas after years of mission work.  He isn’t 
back long until his dear grandmother dies, leaving him to sort through her belonging and find homes 
for her six cats!  Did I mention he is allergic to cats?  Plus, his grandmother doesn’t want her cats to go 
to just any home.  He must perfectly match each cat with a home without revealing to the new owner 
that a considerable cash bonus comes with each cat.  With all the laughing there is some romance 
woven through this Christmas story to keep it sweet! 

For all our Amish readers, check out An Amish Second Christmas.  This lighthearted romance 
contains four short stories filled with community, family and faith.  Written by four well-known Amish 
writers, this book will be easy to fit into your busy schedule. 

If none of these books appeals to you, please stop by and let us help you select just the right book 
for you. 

Before I finish, I would like to thank all of you for not only supporting the library’s mini book sale, 
but also for supporting us all year long.  If you have never been in the library, don’t let this year go by 
without checking us out.  We have the latest in Christian fiction without the long wait at the public  
library.  Plus, you can let your teens check out books that don’t need censoring.   

Wishing you a very blessed Christmas! 

Donna & Pam 

Library 

Start the New Year in the Word 

There is no better way to begin our year than rededicating ourselves to the Word of the Lord and 
to treasure it in our hearts.   

When the Book of the Law was found in the rumble of the temple, King Josiah gathered all the 
Israelites to hear the reading of this forgotten Word (2 Chronicles 34:30). Similarly, Nehemiah read the 
Word after the rebuilding of the wall and in celebration of their recreated city (Nehemiah 8:2-3). Ezra 
did the same: “Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra read from the Book of the Law of God.” –
Nehemiah 8:18 

Just as the people in the Biblical time gathered to hear the reading of God’s Word from start to 
finish so can we! Look for more information in upcoming bulletins and in the narthex.   

Bible Reading 
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 As we approach the end of 2014 and look ahead to 2015, facilities issues are at the forefront of my 
thoughts as we seek to be responsible stewards of the First Church building.  Right now, the two  
biggest issues we are dealing with are the aftermath of the sewage pump malfunction we experienced at 
the end of September and our multiple heating systems that help to make the building comfortable 
during the cold winter months for all who enter.  

The Trustees continue to explore various options regarding the sewage pumps.  Do we repair the 
existing 50 year old pumps or replace them?  If we decide to replace, do we install vertical sewage  
ejector pumps similar to what we currently have, submersible sewage vortex impeller pumps, or  
submersible sewage grinder pumps?  Each alternative has its advantages and disadvantages, which the 
Trustees are carefully considering in their review.  Whatever the Trustees decide about the pumps 
themselves, we will need to replace the electric control panel for the pumps to provide alarms for high 
water/system malfunctions and also reinforce/replace the rusting steel cover over the sewage pit.  
Both of our existing pumps are back in operation for now, but we fully recognize the need for a long-
lasting solution to this problem.  A special thanks to Steve Solon for his efforts in researching our 
pump options and educating the rest of the Trustees about what we need to consider in this process. 

Our heating system(s) are the other big issue consuming much of my time these days.  Did you 
know we have multiple heating systems at First Church?  The Sanctuary, Sunday School Auditorium, 
and Education wing are heated by the steam boilers down in the basement, with the heat controlled by 
a series of pneumatic valves and thermostats.  The Office wing and multipurpose room (MPR) are 
heated by the rooftop HVAC units that also cool the facility during the summer months, with room 
sensors telling the system when there is a need for heat.  We were having a lot of problems with the 
Education wing being too warm, but we think we now have that under control.  Other times the  
Office wing or MPR has been too cold, and we continue to tweak the system controls in order to 
maintain a comfortable temperature in those areas.  Please bear with us as we work towards long-term 
solutions.  

In the November newsletter, I addressed the growing depression in the asphalt parking lot near 
Keller Street that we were getting ready to excavate.  Neidig, Inc. dug up that depression in late  
October; we determined that it was not a sinkhole or foundation settling, but rather a general softening 
of the soil under the parking lot caused by rainwater runoff into that corner.  The opening was filled 
and packed with stone, and that area is safe again for parking. 

Last month, I also addressed the annoying “hum” we were experiencing in the Sanctuary sound 
system during worship.  We did have a technician from Sound Advantage come test our sound  
equipment with mixed results.  He wasn’t able to pinpoint the exact source of the “hum”, but the 
“hum” disappeared during the testing process and hasn’t come back yet.  A pinched wire may have 
been the cause.  Please keep listening and let me know if you hear the “hum” again. 

Other projects on our “to do” list include installation of the last of the replacement stair treads, 
updates to Education wing restrooms, replacement of the reach-in refrigerator in the kitchen, restora-
tion work in the lower level once we are confident of the sewage pump solution, cutting down/
replacing the weeping cherry tree at the Frederick Street/King Alley corner of the property, radon test-
ing, and painting in church stairwells.  There are always lots of projects on the docket. 

Don’t forget, winter is coming and the Trustees are looking for folks willing to be part of our snow 
shoveling brigade when the need arises.  Please let me or one of the Trustees know if you can help.  
Thank you. 

 Roger Walton, Facilities Manager 

Facilities 
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Fellowship 

Health & Wellness 

StrongWomen/Growing Stronger Strength Training Program Offered! 

First United Methodist Church in Mechanicsburg and Penn State Extension will be teaming up 
again to offer the StrongWomen/Growing Stronger Program this winter. This is a 6-week program 
geared for middle-aged to older women and men and is based upon years of research on how strength 
training and proper nutrition improve the health of women and men of all ages.  The program was de-
veloped to help individuals increase their strength, bone density, balance and energy and help them 
look and feel better. Participants will meet two times a week for one hour sessions.  There is a $45 fee 
and participants may want to provide their own hand weights and ankle weights. 

The evening classes will be held on Mondays and Wednesdays, Jan. 19 – February 25, 2015, 
7:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the church which is located at 135 W. Simpson Street in Mechanicsburg.   Manda-
tory paperwork must be completed in order to participate in the program and individuals over age 70 
must get a doctor’s permission. Past participants must pre-register. 

For more information or to register for the program, go to: http://extension.psu.edu/
strongwomen/events and click on “upcoming events” or contact the Penn State Extension office at 
240-6500. 

Coming up in February! 

February is Heart Month.  Dr. Jeff Fugate will be our speaker at our Heart Month health lecture. 
This will be held on Sunday, Feb. 8, 2015 and he will speak on Atrial Fibrillation. Please plan on at-
tending this very important topic. 

Lenten Book Club 

The Health & Wellness team will be sponsoring a Wellness book club during Lent. Plans are to 
meet weekly over the 6 weeks and will feature a book on wellness. Being well can cover so many areas, 
be it spiritual wellness, physical wellness or emotional wellness. Sometimes we need  support in 
our quest to stay well.   We will read this book together and learn how we can be well together. Watch 
for more information about signing up for the book club in the February newsletter or in 
the Sunday bulletin. 

All Church Skating Party ~ January 31st  4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Please join your First Church family at Olympic Skating Center for fun and  
fellowship! 

Olympic Skating Center 
60 Shady Lane, Enola 

Regular Skate Rental $1, Inline Skates - $3 

We will have the whole skating rink to ourselves with plenty of room, so feel free to  
invite friends! Please contact Jennifer Cornelius at 732-2988 if you have questions. 

Senior Fellowship ~ December 16th   1-3 p.m. 

All senior members are invited to come enjoy a casual time of  
fellowship and light refreshments in the Guyer class space just beyond the 
church library.  One of our talented youth, Seth Wickenheiser, will indulge 
us in some special music! 

Please contact Janice Bowen at 766-4611 x112 or wecare@fumchurch.com for more information. 

http://extension.psu.edu/strongwomen/events
http://extension.psu.edu/strongwomen/events
mailto:wecare@fumchurch.com
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Thank you… 

Thank you for all your cards and notes to mother (Catherine Mader) on her 100th birthday. She received 156 cards. 
What fun she had reading the cards and notes as they came in. I had the church directory right beside mom so we could 
look up pictures to help her identify those who sent cards. Mom was so exhausted from all her partying that she slept 
around the clock the day after the party. Thank you again for your help making her day special. 

Fran Davis and Family 

Church News and Notes 

Joyce Woods ................. December 1 

Mary Rienecker ............. December 4 

Jo Nye ............................ December 13 

Helen Ritter................... December 13  

Dolores Shell ................ December 13 

Joan Buechel ................. December 17 

Elaine O’Hara ............... December 26 

Dolly Dougherty .......... December 27 

Naomi Kuntz ................ December 28 

Cliff Brown ................... December 30 

James Parfet .................. December 30 

William Henschke ........ January 1 

Kathryn Nailor ............. January 5 

Winnie Prowell ............. January 7 

Ruth Reed ..................... January 15 

Richard Reed ................ January 15 

David Coover ............... January 16 

Charles Glessner .......... January 16 

Ida Bardell ..................... January 21 

Mark Grosz ................... January 21 

Leta Rohlmeier ............. January 23 

Dottie Zimmerman ..... January 26 

Dot Souder ................... January 27 

Margaret Baker ............. January 30 

Art Farr.......................... January 30 

Betty Stambach ............ February 2 

Joanne Ciampa ............. February 6 

Les Reed ........................ February 8 

Mae Myers ..................... February 28 

Addresses of these members can be found in the Church Directory.  Special Birthdays 

DEBORAH CIRCLE 
Sandy Walton* 

790-9131 or 

swalton54@comcast.net 

MARTHA CIRCLE 
Marley Ann Schmick* 

697-2233 

MARY CIRCLE  
Janice Bowen* 

796-0809 or  

jjgbowen@yahoo.com 

RUTH CIRCLE 
Beryl Morgan* 697-3554 

 

FUM Circle Meetings  

New Members are always welcome!     *Contact Circle Leader for dates & times 

Love & sympathy… 

to the family upon the death of Tom Helm’s mother on November 16, 2014 

Special Anniversaries 

♥ Ken & Helen Love married 54 years on December 10 

♥ Wesley & Irene Fetrow married 55 years on January 1 

♥ Art & Dolores Farr married 60 years on January 7 

♥ Larry & Linda Hall married 54 years on February 4 

♥ Denny & Sally Kauffman married 55 years on February 14 

♥ Winslow & Caroline Brown married 60 years on February 19 
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Church Staff 

PASTOR 
Rev. Michael Minnix 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR* 
Rev. Dr. David Reed  

YOUTH PASTOR 
Lisa Aronson 

ADULT MINISTRIES* 
Tina Eaton 

DIRECTORS OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY* 
Dawn Fisher 
Sarah Jones 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE* 
Janice Bowen 

OFFICE MANAGER 
Kristin Brown 

FACILITIES COORDINATOR* 
Roger Walton 

CUSTODIANS* 
George Canonizado 
Matthew Miller 

FINANCE DIRECTOR* 
Nancy Robinson 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/SANCTUARYCHOIR* 
Jody Brinley 

ORGANISTS* 
Nicholas Werner 

ORGANIST/YOUTH CHOIR/ 
SOUNDS OF WORSHIP CHOIR* 
Gail Leinhos 

BELL CHOIRS* 
Kathie Bittenbender 
Jon Snyder 

INVOCATION/JUNIOR CHOIR* 
Allison Ometz 

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS* 
Lorette Cale 

*PART-TIME 


