“Giving” Life to Holy Grounds

First Church kicked-off 40 Days of CommUNITY on March 30th, with many of our members studying together in small groups.  ALL FUM Church members also have the opportunity and are encouraged to get involved in their community through several mission outreach projects.  One such project is an all-church financial mission outreach called “Giving” Life to Holy Grounds.  Five years ago, our church committed $100,000 to Holy Grounds, the capital campaign in support of the preservation and enhancement of our Conference’s five United Methodist campsites.  As of 12/31/07, $74,000 of that pledge has been paid.  Our goal is to raise the remaining $26,000 through second-mile giving during the 40 Days of CommUNITY to fully satisfy our commitment.

At First Church, we are fortunate to have as a member, the new Conference Camping Coordinator, Anne Horton.  She could surely share some stories of positive and even life-changing experiences at these camps.  Many of our youth and adult groups participate in retreats at our camps, including the summer IMPACT program.  Many children and youth have committed their lives to Christ during their camping experiences, and many clergy have received their calls to ministry at church camp.  A large majority of our church has either benefited from or knows someone else who has benefited from their time at one of the camp sites.  We are committed to providing funds to ensure that these camps remain in good shape for future campers.
To visually represent our progress during the “Giving” Life to Holy Grounds outreach campaign, a black and white mural of a campground was placed above the piano in the green-chairs section of the Sunday School/Sanctuary.  With your help, this mural has been and will continue to grow vibrant and filled with color.  As you are “Giving” Life to Holy Grounds, you will also be giving life to our church mural as well.   A “Giving Guide” can be found inserted in the May church newsletter listing the items on the mural along with different levels of giving.  As contributions are made to this campaign, the items you select on the form will be colored in on the mural.  Extra “Giving Guides” and special green envelopes for contributions to this campaign are also available in the back of the church, or at the Welcome Desk and 40 Days of CommUNITY display located in the Narthex.   Your prayerful consideration and support of this mission outreach project is greatly appreciated.
