Safe Sanctuaries Policies Pledge

As a member of the First Church community of faith and a volunteer serving with children and or youth, I acknowledge and pledge to comply with the Safe Sanctuary policies of First Church.  I have read First Church’s Safe Sanctuary policies and procedures handbook.

I am aware and understand the following policies in working with children and youth:

The Two-Adult Rule: Two adults should be present during any church activity.  Both should be over eighteen years of age.  Youth helpers may be used to assist and meet requirements of staffing ratio needs but they are not to be in a supervisory capacity.  If for some reason two adults are not available, a wandering monitor/greeter should check - in at unexpected intervals during the activity.
Five-Years-Older Rule: Adult leaders should be five years older than the people with whom they work and never younger than eighteen years old.

Visitors or “New Volunteers”: Visitors or “New Volunteers” are not permitted to help in the children’s department unless approved by the children’s director or appropriate superintendent.  At no time shall a visitor be left alone with children. 

Parents: Parents are permitted to observe their child in his or her class.  At no time are parents allowed to be alone with any child except their own.  

Restroom procedure: We encourage parents to take their children to the bathroom prior to class and worship.  If at all possible, never be alone with a child in the bathroom.  Never go into a bathroom stall with a child and shut the door. Workers may have to assist small children with their clothing and hand washing.  If feasible, a volunteer should take two or more children to the bathroom. If, for some reason this is not possible and just one child must go and needs assistance, the volunteer must prop the bathroom door open.  There should be an adult within earshot of the bathrooms to ensure that children do not linger in the bathrooms and make it back to class safely.  

Physical safety: All children and youth workers should be conscious of safety concerns when leading activities and games.  Proper equipment and adequate supervision of activities should always be in place.  No drugs, alcoholic beverages, weapons or fireworks will be allowed.

Interpersonal Boundaries in Relationships: 

· Everyone is expected to be present with the group for all activities.

· Adults will provide leadership by modeling appropriate behaviors.

· No profane language will be tolerated by children, youth, or adults.

· No practical jokes (especially ones that are potential harmful) will be tolerated by children, youth, or adults.

· Boys are not permitted to enter the room where girls are sleeping.

· Girls are not permitted to enter the room where boys are sleeping.

· At no time shall two youth or one adult and one youth separate themselves from the group.

Inappropriate touching creating the perception that the personal space and privacy of the individual being violated will not be tolerated.  

Discussion of Any Suspicious Behavior: Any inappropriate conduct or relationship between an adult worker and a child or youth must be reported and confronted immediately.  See reporting process in the Safe Sanctuaries handbook.
___________________________                           _____________________

    Volunteer Signature                                                           Date

