What is Safe Sanctuaries? Protecting our children, youth, and community of faith
	

	

	“Safe Sanctuaries” is the name commonly given by local churches to their individual efforts to make local church programs both welcoming and safe for children and youth.  It is the purpose of this policy to first of all protect the children and youth that come to us; the second is to protect our staff both paid and volunteer from potential allegations of abuse and third to limit the extent of legal liability of our church.   It is a comprehensive plan that includes all the areas of the issue: Screening, Supervision, Reporting Procedures and a Response plan.     

Everyone within the church community of faith is responsible for insuring safe sanctuaries.  It’s wonderful that we feel so at home at church.  Still we must remember that the church building is a public facility.  Adults, children, and youth must take the same precautions they would in any public place.  All members have the shared responsibility for the welfare of children and should be attentive to their safety. The Church community should be alert and aware of their surroundings and those around them, knowing they are empowered to act to ensure the well-being of any child, youth, or adult. 

Be Proactive and Aware:

        Have your Pennsylvania criminal and child abuse clearances on file in the church office. 

         Children should always be accompanied by a parent or designated adult and never left alone. 

       Safety in numbers - Two adults should be present during any church activity and or children/youth should always be in groups.

       Discussion of Any Suspicious Behavior: Any inappropriate conduct or relationship between an adult and a child or youth must be reported and confronted immediately.  

See reporting process in the Safe Sanctuaries handbook


