Worship Childcare

Our Goal: The worship childcare team’s service will provide the most safe and loving environment for babies and toddlers to give parents peace of mind so they can fully hear the word of Christ while in worship.

Our Ministry: Children develop their first impressions of church and God while in the nursery.  While in the church nursery, babies and toddlers learn to trust other caring adults to take care of their needs.  Happy times playing with new friends at church builds a desire to do and learn more at church.  This soon expands to associating God and Jesus with the good feelings they have being at church.  This is a vital ministry to children and families. 

Worship Childcare is provided during Sunday morning services.

Volunteer childcare workers in the crib and toddler rooms strive to meet the above ministry goal with their commitment to:

· Welcome children and parents as they arrive

· Ask parents if their children have any particular needs

· Comfort children with separation anxiety 

· Watch and care for the children in their care

· Interact and play with the children 

· Care for diaper, bathroom, and feeding needs as they arise.

· Provide parents information on their child’s experience in childcare.

· Be a good steward and clean up childcare space

· Serve as a volunteer on a regular schedule (approximately once a month), thus developing a relationship with the children and providing maximum consistency possible for care.  

· Have their Safe Sanctuary clearances on file in the church office.

Wee Worship and Kids Worship

Our Goal: To help children become accustomed to the structure/purpose of worship.  

Our Ministry: How to worship is something that is caught through experience and not taught in a classroom setting.  In Wee Worship and Kids Worship children experience the elements of a worship service: call to worship, singing, prayer, scripture reading, offering, and a message.  Just as children are always welcome in worship, parents are welcome any time, in fact, encouraged to stay if they choose to share the Wee Worship or Kids Worship experience with their child.

Both programs are offered during the second worship service.  The pastor will indicate when the children may go to the programs.  Parents must check in their child with the greeter in the first floor hallway of the children’s department. 

Wee Worship is designed for three-year-old and four-year-old children.  

Kids Worship is for children age five and up.  

Volunteer Leaders for Wee Worship and Kids Worship strive to meet the above ministry goal with their commitment to:

· Review plan of Wee/Kids Worship provided you before leading

· Set-up space before children arrive as outlined in leadership materials 

· Welcome children and parents as they arrive

· Be aware of particular needs of children

· Lead Worship activities encouraging children to participate 

· Provide parents information on their child’s experience in Wee/Kids worship.

· Serve as a volunteer on a regular schedule (One month at a time preferred if possible), thus developing a relationship with the children and providing maximum program consistency possible. 

· Return space to the original condition. 

· Have their Safe Sanctuary clearances on file in the church office.

Volunteer Helpers for Wee Worship and Kids Worship strive to meet the above ministry goal with their commitment to:

· Welcome children and parents as they arrive

· Ask parents if their children have any particular needs

· Comfort children with separation anxiety 

· Encourage the children to participate in the worship activities

· Interact with the children 

· Monitor bathroom needs as they arise.

· Provide parents information on their child’s experience in Wee/Kids Worship.

· Serve as a volunteer on a regular schedule, (approximately once a month), thus developing a relationship with the children and providing maximum program consistency.  

· Assist leader in cleaning up space.

· Have their Safe Sanctuary clearances on file in the church office.

Childcare Greeter Station

Our Goal: The worship greeter’s service is a connection point between families and all the childcare services and childcare workers.  The Greeter provides a welcoming atmosphere, information, and a secure environment for worship childcare.

Our Ministry:  All children sign in and sign out, as they arrive and leave, at the greeter station.  The greeter monitors the pager system and is the back up person for anything the childcare providers may need while on duty.  This allows childcare providers the ability to devote their attention to the children.  The greeter has the ability to check on children for parents, deliver forgotten diaper bags, and make sure each room is staffed properly.  Once a parent has said goodbye to their child, we encourage only the greeter entering the room during the hour. It can be upsetting for young children, adjusting being in the nursery, when parents are in and out of the room.  

Volunteer Greeters strive to meet the above ministry goal with their commitment to:

· Welcome children and parents as they arrive

· Ask parents if their children have any particular needs

· Communicate with parents and childcare workers

· Provide pagers and monitor pager system.

· Sign in and out all children and volunteers

· Check on children for parents

· Insure childcare programs are properly staffed

· Provide parents information on their child’s experience.

· Serve as a volunteer on a regular schedule (approximately once a month), thus developing a relationship with families and providing maximum program consistency possible.  

· Have their Safe Sanctuary clearances on file in the church office.

If you would like to volunteer to serve in Worship Children’s programs, please contact Kim Vensel, 766-4611 x 105 or kidscount@fumchurch.com.

